
 
 

Convention Overview 

Thursday, October 4, 2012 

8:45 – 9:30 A.M. Registration & Continental Breakfast Campus Center 

9:45 – 10:15 A.M. Opening Worship – Dordt Praise Team BJH Auditorium 

10:15 – 11:15 A.M. Dr. Joe Martin: Teach and Grow Rich  - Part I BJH Auditorium 

11:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. Book Signing & Display Tables Eckhardt Lounge 
  (Main Floor Campus Center) 

11:30 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.  Book Loop & Display Library TRC  

11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.  Group I Sessions Sessions 2- 18 (Pages 9-13) 

12:30  – 1:30 P.M. Lunch Commons 

1:45 – 2:30 P.M. Group II Sessions Sessions 20- 39 (Pages 13-18)  

2:45 – 3:30 P.M. Dr. Joe Martin: Teach and Grow Rich  - Part II BJH Auditorium  

3:30 P.M. Prayer and Closing BJH Auditorium 

 

Friday, October 5, 2012 

7:45 – 8:30 A.M. Continental Breakfast Campus Center 

7:45 – 8:25 A.M. NW IA Athletic Scheduling Meeting            President’s Board Room 
    (3rd

 floor Campus Center) 

8:30 – 9:30 A.M. Group III Sessions Sessions 41- 59 (Pages 19-24)  

9:45 – 10:45 A.M. Group IV Sessions Sessions 60-77 (Pages 25-29)  

11:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. Dr. Joe Martin – Stress-free Teaching BJH Auditorium 

12:00 P.M. Closing – Featuring the Dordt College Pipe Organ BJH Auditorium  
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Heartland Christian Educators’ Convention 2012 
 

October 4 & 5 

Deeply Rooted 
Based on Jeremiah 17:7-8 

 
“But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. He will 
be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does 
not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year 

of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 
 

Heartland Christian Schools 
on the Campus of Dordt College 

498 4th Ave NE 
Sioux Center, IA 51250 

Phone: 712-722-6216 or (toll-free) 866 9 CENTER 
Fax: 712-722-6376 

E-Mail: csi6@dordt.edu 
Website: www.heartlandchristianschools.com 

 

Follow the Convention on Twitter @Heartlandconv 

Access the wireless connection during the convention by connecting to host site: 
Heartland Conv @ Dordt 

  

mailto:csi6@dordt.edu
http://www.heartlandchristianschools.com/


3 
 

The Planning Committee Welcomes You! 

 
 

Melissa Boer, Hull Christian School, Hull, IA 

Greg Bosma, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

Amanda Dykstra, Rock Valley Christian School, Rock Valley, IA 

Brandon Haan, Sioux Falls Christian School, Sioux Falls, SD 

Joe Hoksbergen, Pella Christian High School, Pella, IA 

Jodi Hulstein, Coordinator, Heartland Christian Schools 

Valerie Sinnema, Hills Christian School, Hills, MN 

Gwen Marra, Education Department, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

Rhonda Slagter, Central Minnesota Christian School, Prinsburg, MN 

Janie Van Dyke, Unity Christian High School, Orange City, IA 

 
 

The Convention Committee meets monthly starting in November.  We value your opinion and 
your input.  Please feel free to contact a committee member with any comments that you may 
have regarding past and future conventions.  We also ask that you take the time to give us your 
feedback on the provided evaluation forms.  This input is valuable to the committee and is used 

extensively when planning future conventions.  
 

We thank retiring committee members Melissa Boer and Janie Van Dyke for their hard work 
and dedication throughout the past years. 

We also want to welcome new committee members for the 2013 convention: 
Jill Vander Werff from Sanborn Christian 
Josh Bowar from Sioux Center Christian. 

 
If you are interested in joining our team, please contact 

 any of the current committee members.  
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A special thanks to many people that helped make the 

convention possible: 

*Jill Vreugdenhil for designing the booklet cover. Jill was a senior 

at Unity Christian during the 2011-2012 school year and is 

now a freshman at Dordt College, majoring in Elementary 

Education. 

*The Dordt Praise team of Robert Taylor, Caleb Buum, Landon 

Tillema, and Jon De Groot for leading us in worship on Thursday 

and to Lois Vander Zee for leading us on the organ Friday 

morning.  Thanks for sharing your gift of music with us! 

*The iFIT Team from Holland, MI, for traveling to Sioux Center 

and leading us in numerous sessions. 

*Gifted Presenters, the Planning Committee, Dordt College for 

the use of facilities.  

*Computer services, Todd Monsma and crew for technical help. 
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the Teacher Resource Center (TRC) in the John & Louise Hulst 

Library (TRC) located on the main floor of the Hulst Library.  The TRC has been 
remodeled and designed to promote teaching innovation and has been divided 
into three new parts:   
 

1. Discovery Cafe' 

 try out newer digital resources and equipment, 

 use computers and multimedia 

2. Curriculum and Childrens' Literature Collection 

 approximately 8,000 young adult and children's literature titles 

 elementary and secondary textbooks 

 videos, kits, pamphlets, unit ideas, and multimedia programs 

 materials chosen for the TRC include resources that support a pre-K through 12 

Christian education program 

3. Learning Lab Classroom 

 a new technology-enabled classroom designed for collaboration 

There will also be a “Book Loop” presentation available throughout the 
conference so you can see what’s new in children’s and young adult literature.  
Stop by when it’s convenient for you - there will be a library staff member 
available to answer your questions!   
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Keynote Speaker 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Joe Martin 

Joe Martin is an award-winning speaker, author, professor, and teacher retention and 

student achievement expert. He's authored or co-authored nine books, including the top-

selling "Good Teachers Never Quit," "Let Your Leadership Speak," and "Tricks of the Grade." 

Joe has spoken for more than 1,250 businesses, organizations, colleges & universities, and 

K-12 schools/districts. He was voted "National Speaker of the Year" by the Association for 

the Promotion of Campus Activities and selected "Who's Who Among America's 

Teachers". To find out more or check for availability, visit us on the web at: 

www.ProfessorMartin.com. 

http://www.professormartin.com/
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Dr. Joe Martin graduated at the top of his university class at the age of 20 

from the University of Florida. He started his first successful business, a 

retail clothing store, at the age of 22. Joe also became the youngest 

professor ever hired to teach in a tenured-earning position at an accredited 

university in the state of Florida at the age of 24. 

He is currently the president and founder of RealWorld University, an 

award-winning resource center online designed to help high school and 

college students succeed in school and in life. Joe has been recognized 

nationally as “America’s Top Educator Motivator.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to being a speaker and educator, Joe is a columnist for several 

magazines, including Teachers Magazine, Education World, and Student Leader 

Magazine. He has received press coverage in 12 major newspapers, been featured 

in more than 25 publications, and has been a featured guest on more than a 

dozen TV and radio programs across the country. 
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Convention Program 
 

Thursday, October 4, 2012 

 
 

8:45 – 9:30 A.M. Registration & Continental Breakfast Campus Center 

 
9:45 – 10:15 A.M. Opening Worship – Dordt Praise Team BJH Auditorium 
  
 
10:15 – 11:15 A.M. Keynote Address: Teach and Grow Rich - Part I BJH Auditorium 
 
 
 

 Grade Level Room Presenter(s) 

1 
All Grade Levels BJH 

Auditorium 
Dr. Joe Martin 

Teach and Grow Rich - Part I 
Are you losing focus, struggling to live out the purpose for your calling?  Dr. Martin will  
renew your sense of purpose and will challenge you with proven strategies of how to 
improve teacher effectiveness. 

 
 
 
11:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. Book Signing & Display Tables Eckhardt Lounge (Campus Center) 

 
11:30 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. Book Loop & Display Library TRC 
 
 
11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. Group I Sessions  Sessions 2-18 
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Group I – Sessions 2-18 (11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

2 
Primary - 6th Grade CL2250 Nici Ahrenholz 

*Sail through your day the SMART Board way! 
This session will walk you through an entire day of using your SMART Board, document 
camera, and computer in fun and exciting ways.  We will learn how to utilize simple 
technology, fun websites, online information and other things to keep the learner 
engaged and active throughout the day - from the morning message to the end of the 
day cheer. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

3 
All Grade Levels SB108 Mary Ashby 

*40 Quick Ways to Assess and Engage Your Students. 
Have you run out of ideas for formative/ongoing assessment in your classroom? This 
session will provide a quick overview of assessment, and will enable you to fill up your 
"assessment toolbox" with strategies that will engage your students and help you 
understand them better as learners. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

4 
All Grade Levels CL2246 Alan Bandstra 

Beyond Classroom Management 
Unwanted behaviors can be limited through clear rules and consistent discipline, but 
what kind of rules will stop a balky attitude?  How do we keep negative or defiant 
students from affecting their peers?  In this session we will look at ways to handle 
discipline issues that evade the classroom management plan. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

5 
All Grade Levels CL1144 Jeff Blamer 

*Dealing with the Difficult Stories in the Bible 
“What’s a concubine? Was Noah really drunk?  Jesus was compared to Moses and David, 
but didn’t they each murder another person? If Jesus died on Friday and arose on 
Sunday, why does the Bible say he arose on the 3rd day?"  There is tough stuff in the 
Bible!  This session will give you tools to help deal with tough biblical questions that 
students ask. 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex,  
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Group I – Sessions 2-18 Continued (11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

6 
All Grade Levels SB101 Doug Bouman 

*ADD/ADHD: No Two the Same 
ADD/ADHD, the second most inherited condition in mankind can be a great source of 
frustration and discouragement because of its puzzling inconsistency, disorganization of 
time and materials, under utilization of abilities and failure to develop self management.  
Come explore 21st century science and how ADD/ADHD presents itself across age and 
grade levels.  We will also define the educator's role in recognizing and managing 
essential symptoms and will provide an overview of the most recent developments in 
psychopharmacological intervention for ADD/ADHD. 

 
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

7 
Grades 3-12 CA317 Josh Bowar 

The Book Whisperer 
Donalyn Miller’s, The Book Whisperer, has spoken to many classroom teachers and 
schools, and, as a result, the teaching of reading is changing.  With the promise of 
“awakening the inner reader in every child,” the thought-provoking text asks several 
things of classroom teachers:  What kind of reader are you, and why?  How are you 
promoting reading?  How are you teaching whole-class novels?  Are there ways that the 
teacher is ruining the reading experience?  Why do you teach reading the way you do?  
What about programs like Accelerated Reader?  What “rights” do readers have?  This 
session will discuss methods for teaching reading.  Each participant will receive a 
“toolbox” of ideas and resources teachers can use related to student response to 
reading, discussion strategies, reading workshop, mini-lesson, genres, and what Miller 
calls “The 40 Book Challenge.”  While not required, it my be helpful to read the book 
before attending.  Those that haven’t read the book are still welcome.   

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

8 
All Grade Levels CL1309 Rodney Brandsen 

Nothing New Under the Sun: A Theology of Change 
With so much change in education and in our world, how do we approach change in 
changing times? If you feel you are bobbing, tossing, even sinking in a sea of change, or if 
you feel you are weathering the shifting tides well, come for some devotional 
encouragement.  We'll explore  how our biblical worldview helps us to think about and 
experience change. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center 
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Group I – Sessions 2-18 Continued (11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

9 
All Grade Levels  CA319 Kristin Brouwer 

Spiritual Checkup: Maintenance for the soul 
As teachers we have many commitments.  In the midst of these many commitments, we 
sometimes lose passion and energy.   Join this session for some practical day to day 
maintenance for the soul.  By refueling our souls we can better thrive in Christian 
education. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

10 
High School CL1303 Jonathan De Groot 

Making Chapel Matter 
This session will discuss the pieces that give life and purpose to high school chapels.  
Ideas will be given on how to create and manage the content, displaying consistency and 
the culture of your chapel program. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

11 
Middle and High 
School 

REC122 Brad Engbers 

Developing and Maintaining Excellence in an Athletic 
Program without Losing Perspective 
Student athletes today are under more pressure than ever to satisfy the in and out of 
season demands of their coaches and teammates.  How can we develop and maintain a 
healthy balance in our programs so our athletes can enjoy the journey as much as the 
destination? Hear the perspective of an Athletic Director, Varsity Coach and Dad. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

12 
Middle and High 
School 

CC93 Elizabeth Hoksbergen 

*POWERFUL Decoding and Encoding Program for Older 
Students 
We know that successful readers comprehend text fluently; however, what happens 
when an older student has trouble with decoding, spelling, and writing in spite of at least 
average cognitive capacity? These students often struggle with academic tasks and 
frequently fail to achieve their full potential. Join us to learn about this multi-sensory 
program that helps these students overcome their literacy challenges. 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex, 
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Group I – Sessions 2-18 Continued (11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

13 
All Grade Levels CL1148 Pamela Maat 

*Investigating Behavior Management Issues 
Dr. Ross Greene states that, "school discipline is broken."  We will take a look at his 
framework for understanding challenging behavior and how to help these kids.  
Additionally, we will look at behavior through a neurodevelopmental framework, 
considering student strengths and weaknesses.  You will leave with ideas to take back to 
your classroom. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

14 
All Grade Levels CL1143 Connie Nyenhuis 

*Time to Board the 21st Century Teacher Train! 
This session will examine and explore today's students - Digital Natives vs. Digital 
Immigrants.  Come discover what is different about today's students and how we can 
reach and teach them effectively.  Attendees will walk away with knowledge about the 
importance of being a 21st Century Educator and how we all must be willing to change in 
order to meet the needs of today's learners. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

15 
Middle and High 
School 

CL1302 Jim Peterson 

Integrating Laptops Into the Science Curriculum 
This session will tell the story of a science teacher integrating computers and then one to 
one laptops into the science classroom. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

16 
Middle and High 
School 

CL2248 Kaitlin Troost, Valorie Zonnefeld 

Exploring Problem Based Learning in Mathematics 
Come explore Problem Based Learning (PBL) in the mathematics classroom.  PBL helps 
students build flexible knowledge, develops problem solving skills and encourages 
collaboration.  Come ready to participate as we will simulate several activities.  
Resources will be available. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center  
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Group I – Sessions 2-18 Continued (11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

17 
All Grade Levels CL2260 Marcia Vos 

*Different Strokes For Different Folks 
21st Century Learning is more challenging than ever before, but it is also more exciting.  
More is expected, but more tools are available to help meet these challenges.  Join this 
session to share "something old, something new, something borrowed, and something 
true!”  There will be a mixture of listening and active participation. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

18 
All Grade Levels CL1305 Marty Wallace 

God will Help Get Monsters Out of the Closet 
When a young person’s life is tough outside of school, all of the new teaching strategies 
and approaches may be ineffective at that time.  Even if it is a teacher’s most fantastic, 
wonderful lesson, a student may not hear a thing.  This session covers what happens to a 
young person when stress and hurt build up and what can be done with God’s guidance 
to get the student back to learning.  Without knowing what they are, there could be 
monsters in a young person’s closet and in their lives.  With God’s help, we can find ways 
to get students back on track. 

 
 

12:30  – 1:30 P.M. Lunch  Commons 
If your school registered and paid for your lunch at the commons, 
it will be indicated on your name tag.  Please take advantage of 
the commons hospitality.  Don’t forget to wear your name tag! 

 
1:45 – 2:30 P.M. Group II Sessions  Sessions 20-39 

 
 

 
 

Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

20 
Primary - 6th 
Grade 

CL2250 Nici Ahrenholz 

*Sail through your day the SMART Board way! 
This session will walk you through an entire day of using your SMART Board, document 
camera, and computer in fun and exciting ways.  We will learn how to utilize simple 
technology, fun websites, online information and other things to keep the learner 
engaged and active throughout the day - from the morning message to the end of the 
day cheer. 

 Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex  
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Group II – Sessions 20-39 Continued – 45 minutes (1:45 – 2:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

21 
All Grade Levels SB108 Mary Ashby 

*40 Quick Ways to Assess and Engage Your Students 
Have you run out of ideas for formative/ongoing assessment in your classroom? This 
session will provide a quick overview of assessment, and will enable you to fill up your 
"assessment toolbox" with strategies that will engage your students and help you 
understand them better as learners. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

22 
All Grade Levels CL1144 Jeff Blamer 

*Dealing with the Difficult Stories in the Bible 
“What’s a concubine? Was Noah really drunk?  Jesus was compared to Moses and David, 
but didn’t they each murder another person? If Jesus died on Friday and arose on 
Sunday, why does the Bible say he arose on the 3rd day?"  There is tough stuff in the 
Bible!  This session will give you tools to help deal with the tough Bible questions that 
students ask. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

23 
Middle and High 
School 

SB105 Greg Bosma 

Activities/Games to "feel what people in the past felt" 
Old and simple board games which have been computerized can stimulate students’ 
connection to history.  Risk and Scorched Earth are two games which an instructor can 
use to connect students to the past.  Come experience the past through theses games.  
There will also be time for discussion. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

24 
Elementary CA319 Rebecca De Smith 

They're finished early - Now what? 
What do you do with the students who finish their math assignments early--and have 
everything correct?  This session will give you some insight on high-ability math students 
and will provide examples of enrichment activities to challenge their math brains. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center  
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Group II - Sessions 20-39 Continued – 45 minutes (1:45 – 2:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

25 
Middle and High 
School 

REC122 Craig Heynen 

Train to Avoid the Pain! Crossfit for Athletes 
Help your athletes avoid injury through preventative muscle strengthening and 
technique.  We will look at some common injuries and demonstrate strengthening 
exercises and drills to help avoid these injuries.  This will be a hands on demonstration, 
so come prepared to participate! 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

26 
Middle and High 
School 

CC93 Elizabeth Hoksbergen 

Incredible Study Strategies That Really Work 
Successful study habits cause one's dendrites to dance! Join us to discover effective 
study strategies that help students move beyond memorization of content to plug into 
test, to learning that lasts! Multi-sensory strategies that engage at least two sensory 
pathways increase the probability that new learning will move from a student's short 
term memory to long-term knowledge. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

27 
   

Session Cancelled 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

28 
All Grade Levels CL1148 David Mosterd, Rose Ervine, Glenn Vos 

The i-FIT story 
It has always been the mission of Christian Schools to integrate all learning with the 
nurturing of a child’s faith, but how does the introduction of technology into this 
learning/faith formation environment change the equation?  Holland Christian has taken 
three teams – Curriculum and Instruction, Faith Formation, and Technology and formed 
them into one team – iFIT.  It is this journey, the interdependence of these three aspects 
of schooling, and the short and long term outcomes that will be shared in this session. 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex 
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Group II – Sessions 20-39 Continued – 45 minutes (1:45 – 2:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

29 
Middle and High 
School 

CL2241 Dave Mulder 

Hands-On Chemistry: It's a Gas! 
Science is best when it's hands-on! In this session you'll practice a technique to generate 
small amounts of different gases inside of a syringe. We'll learn how to test for which gas 
you've generated and learn some tips for taking this technique to your classroom. 
Teaching chemistry doesn't have to be daunting; make it hands-on, and it's a gas! 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

30 
Middle School CL2248 Kristin Mulder 

Beyond the Basics of SMART Boards 
Is your SMART Board currently being used as little more than a "glorified whiteboard?" 
This session will teach advanced features of Notebook Software, how to use the SMART 
Response Systems, what the SMART Document Camera can do, and how to creatively 
integrate all of this into your middle school classrooms! 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

31 
Middle and High 
School 

CL1302 Jim Peterson 

Introduction to Moodle 
This session will cover the basics of setting up Moodle and will show ways to effectively 
use a Moodle course.  A broad overview of the features of Moodle will also be given.  
Participants are encouraged to bring a laptop and to have a Moodle course to play with. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

32 
Elementary and 
Middle  

CL1303 Valerie Sinnema 

Round Table Discussion for the Multigrade Teacher 
This session is an open round table discussion with idea sharing time for the multigrade 
teacher.  Come and share what works for your multigrade classroom and see what works 
for other teachers from different schools. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center  
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Group II - Sessions 20-39 Continued – 45 minutes (1:45 – 2:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

33 
High School CL2281 Rhonda Slagter 

Round Table for High School Counselors 
This round table discussion will focus on how to better help our students prepare for 
their futures.  Participants should be ready to share ideas for getting students prepared 
for college.  We will also address programs available through our schools for students 
who are planning to attend vocational schools or are going into the work force after high 
school. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

34 
Middle School REC/Court#3 Randy Ten Pas 

Finding New Ideas for Middle School PE 
Are you running out of ideas for your P.E. Class?  Do you wonder how to grade your 
students?  Are you thinking of giving your students a fitness test?  This activity session 
will help get you headed in a new direction and will offer time to discuss these questions 
and more.  We will also be participating in a variety of activities so be ready to share, 
discuss and move! 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

35 
Middle School CL1223 Lois Van Dusseldorp 

Pipe Cleaners, Tin Foil, and Modeling Clay 
Art projects take preparation; then there's the cost factor.  If your school does not have a 
kiln and you do not have expertise in the field of sculpture, you might want to try other 
simple methods using pipe cleaners, tin foil, and modeling clay to make sculptures for 
your students to enjoy.  This session will let you explore some new ideas for art! 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

36 
Middle and High 
School 

CL1143 Janie Van Dyke 

Add a Little Drama 
This activity session will give you some time to play with a little drama that can be used 
in many different classrooms, for many levels.  We will play with language, speaking 
skills, and culture in this dramatic sectional.  Be prepared to crawl out of your comfort 
zone! 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex 
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Group II – Sessions 20-39 Continued – 45 minutes (1:45 – 2:30 P.M. Thursday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

37 
Elementary REC/Court#1 Brent Van Maanen 

Keep Those Kids Moving!  Elementary PE Games 
Come and learn some different ways to burn elementary students’ energy  while 
improving fine and gross motor skills.  This is a very hands on session - be ready to move 
and play some games yourself! 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

38 
PreK - 4th Grade CL1309 Jody Van Zee, Rachel Faller 

Classroom Management Matters! 
This session will give hands on ways to manage classrooms and present different 
discipline procedures.  There will also be several different activities showing how to make 
classroom management fun and easy. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

39 
Elementary  LIB-TRC Dan Vos 

Using iPads at the Elementary Level 
iPads are great for creating, collaborating, and communicating.  In this session we will 
focus on a few of the creating tools available for the iPad.  We will be using a variety of 
media - images, text, movies and audio to create products of learning.  Come for a hands 
on session of exploring and creating. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center 
 
 
 

2:45 – 3:30 P.M.        Dr. Joe Martin: Teach and Grow Rich - Part II BJH Auditorium 
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 Grade Level Room Presenter(s) 

40 
All Grade Levels BJH 

Auditorium 
Dr. Joe Martin 

Teach and Grow Rich - Part II 
Continued from session 1…more success strategies for teachers     

 
 
3:30 P.M.         Prayer and Closing BJH Auditorium 
 
 
 

Friday, October 5, 2012 

 
7:45 – 8:30 A.M. Continental Breakfast Campus Center 

Start your day out right with food, drink, and conversation with colleagues! 
 
 
7:45 – 8:25 A.M. NW IA Athletic Scheduling Meeting           President’s Board Room 
    (3rd floor Campus Center) 
    

 
8:30 – 9:30 A.M. Group III Sessions  Sessions 41-59 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

41 
Kindergarten CL2250 Beth Bleeker 

Learning High Frequency Words in Kindergarten and 
Lovin' It! 
Emergent readers within Kindergarten need to recognize each word as quickly and 
effortlessly as possible in order to comprehend what is being read. This session will 
provide you with some fun and engaging activities to make memorizing these sight 
words exciting! If time allows, a make and take will be provided for continued inspiration 
after the convention! 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex 
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Group III -  Sessions 41-59 Continued (8:30 – 9:30 A.M. Friday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

42 
Elementary CL2247 Kristin Blind 

Inclusion in the Classroom 
How do you define Inclusion?  This session will show the benefits for students with 
exceptionalities as well as benefits for general education students. Strategies for 
inclusion including how to set up your classroom for success, time management & 
behavior management skills will also be given.  Ideas on how to modify assignments to fit 
the needs of all students will also be explored. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

43 
   

Session Cancelled 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

44 
Elementary CL1302 Rodney Brandsen 

Blogging Isn't Just for Big People 
Can elementary students use blogs and wikis to show their learning? Classroom blogging 
is an excellent way to enhance younger students’ critical thinking skills, to delve deeper 
into a topic and to interact/communicate with each other in a non-threatening 
environment.  We'll learn how classroom blogs, wikis, and more have transformed some 
elementary classrooms. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

45 
All Grade Levels CA319 Kristin Brouwer 

Maintenance for the Soul - New teachers only! 
You've dreamed about becoming a teacher.  Now you've got a classroom of your own 
and you are being pulled in many directions.  This session will help you keep that new 
teacher passion.  This session will also give some tips for practical day to day 
maintenance for the soul. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center 
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Group III - Sessions 41-59 Continued (8:30 – 9:30 A.M. Friday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

46 
All Grade Levels SB108 Darryl De Ruiter 

*Painting a Rosy Picture for Parents about their Kids - 
NOTE: Roses have Thorns 
This session is intended to assist teachers in how best to communicate openly and 
honestly with parents concerning student progress. Attendees will learn important 
strategies that will keep all interested parties in the loop. These can be difficult 
conversations to have but can also lead to improved student achievement and/or 
behavior, which is the desired outcome. 

 
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

47 
Middle and High 
School 

CL2246 Wayne Dykstra, Karl Kaemingk 

1:1 What Unity Christian Has Learned in the Last 2 
Years 
This session will take an honest look back on what made Unity Christian High School 
jump into 1:1.  Addressing the challenges Unity faced and still faces, this session will also 
share successes.  A major focus in this session will center on how to help prepare 
teachers to teach in this new environment. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

48 
Elementary and 
Middle School 

REC122 Craig Heynen 

Track and Field 101 
The basics of track and field coaching, focusing on technique, will be covered in this 
session.  Specifics include high jump, long jump, shot put, discus, and relay exchanges.  
This session will be geared toward teaching new track and field students. 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex 
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Group III – Sessions 41-59 Continued (8:30 – 9:30 A.M Friday.)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

49 
Middle and High 
School 

CL1305 Elizabeth Hoksbergen 

*POWERFUL Decoding and Encoding Program for Older 
Students 
We know that successful readers comprehend text fluently; however, what happens 
when an older student has trouble with decoding, spelling, and writing in spite of at least 
average cognitive capacity? Theses students often struggle with academic tasks and 
frequently fail to achieve their full potential. Join us to learn about this multi-sensory 
program that helps these students overcome their literacy challenges. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

50 
All Grade Levels CL1320 Joe Hoksbergen 

Promote Your School 
Trying to increase enrollment and sell your school?  In this session we will explore 
specific tools and ideas for promoting your school.  Much of the focus will be on how 
social media can enhance your school's marketing efforts.  Please come ready to 
collaborate. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

51 
All Grade Levels SB101 Pamela Maat 

*Investigating Behavior Management Issues 
Dr. Ross Greene states that "school discipline is broken."  We will take a look at his 
framework for understanding challenging behavior and how to help these kids.  
Additionally, we will look at behavior through a neurodevelopmental framework, 
considering student strengths and weaknesses.  You will leave with ideas to take back to 
your classroom. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

52 
Middle and High 
School 

CL1144 David Mosterd 

Brain Based Research for Teaching and Learning 
Research is becoming increasingly focused and specific as we try to understand the 3lb 
mass in our heads.  What does that have to do with teaching and learning? In this session 
we will discuss how this research can help us create lesson assignments, and improve 
overall outcomes for students. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center 
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Group III - Sessions 41-59 Continued (8:30 – 9:30 A.M Friday.)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

53 
All Grade Levels SB229 Dr. Dave Mulder 

Effective Political Student Involvement 
This session covers the ramifications of term limits, the two major parties and how 
Conservatives, Liberals, and Moderates influence elections and politics.  Other points of 
discussion include Clinton's surplus, the National Debt and second term presidential 
successes or lack there of. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

54 
All Grade Levels LIB-TRC Jim Peterson, Dan Vos 

iPad for Teacher, Classroom Leadership 
This session will give several ideas about how to use a teacher iPad for enhanced whole 
groups and small group instruction. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

55 
Middle and High 
School 

CL2241 Sarah Schultz 

No Goggles Necessary! 
This session explores online simulations that can be incorporated into the classroom.  
Simulations are not just for online schools but for smaller schools or for teachers who 
would like to transition into the online/blended classroom model.  If you have felt 
reluctant to incorporate more labs into your curriculum because of cost, facilities or 
safety, this is for you. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

56 
All Grade Levels CL2260 Deborah Secord, Robin Inlow 

Virtual Education in a Non-Virtual World 
Do you ever try to explain a concept to a student, and end up feeling like you're speaking 
through a wall? This is something Alpha Omega Academy teachers deal with daily!   
Because Alpha Omega has students all over the world, their teachers have developed 
many innovative ways to connect with students. Come learn from their experiences! 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex 
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Group III - Sessions 41-59 Continued (8:30 – 9:30 A.M. Friday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

57 
Primary CL1309 Joyce Vermeer 

How Young Children Learn Best 
This session will focus on the importance of a play-based child-centered approach for 
children in the preschool and kindergarten years.  We will look at the value of 
scaffolding, project-based curriculum and observation-based assessment.  We will also 
see Iowa's standards for early childhood and do activities that help us understand how 
children learn and what they should learn in all the content areas. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

58 
All Grade Levels CL1148 Glenn Vos, Rose Ervine 

Christian Education and the 21st Century Skills 
Is your school "walking backwards into the future?"  Have you created clear targets how 
to deliver education differently in the next 3 to 5 years?  This session explores how we 
can maintain our mission, our heritage, our foundational principles and still do education 
differently in order to better serve the needs of our students.   

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

59 
Administration/ 
H.S. Counselors 

CL1303 Paul Bootsma, Jim Bos, Leah Zuidema 

Dual Enrollment: Roundtable Discussion 
High school students (and their parents) increasingly show interest in dual enrollment—
courses where qualified high school students may earn both high school and college 
credit. This session, hosted by dual enrollment coordinators from Dordt College and a 
principal from a partner high school, addresses frequently asked questions about dual 
enrollment and provides a forum for principals and counselors to identify and 
troubleshoot common issues related to dual enrollment. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center 
 
 
 
 

9:45 – 10:45 A.M. Group IV Sessions  Sessions 60-77 
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Group IV – Sessions 60-77 (9:45 – 10:45 A.M. Friday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

60 
All Grade Levels SB101 Doug Bouman 

*ADD/ADHD: No Two the Same 
ADD/ADHD, the second most inherited condition in mankind can be a great source of 
frustration and discouragement because of its puzzling inconsistency, disorganization of 
time and materials, under utilization of abilities and failure to develop self management.  
Come explore 21st century science and how ADD/ADHD presents itself across age and 
grade levels.  We will also define the educator's role in recognizing and managing 
essential symptoms and will provide an overview of the most recent developments in 
psychopharmacological intervention for ADD/ADHD. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

61 
Middle and Upper 
Elementary 

CL2247 Josh Bowar 

Add Some (Positive) Drama to Your Classroom 
Get students up on their feet, working together, practicing speaking skills, gaining 
confidence, and having fun in the process!  Check out some creative ways to incorporate 
drama into your curriculum for your “mini Shakespeares.”  From Bible to math, language 
arts to science, drama can help to liven up and enrich any unit and topic.  Leave with a 
packet of resources! 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

62 
Middle and High 
School 

CL1302 Rodney Brandsen 

Blog No Evil 
What would a class look like that had no tests, using individual student blogs to chronicle 
student learning, growth, understanding, and application?  Ideas of this concept will be 
explored.  Using blogs as an educational tool, this session gives examples of student 
work, a complete package of structure and information, and the resulting hits (and 
misses) found along the way. 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex 
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Group IV – Sessions 60-77 Continued (9:45 – 10:45 A.M. Friday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

63 
High School SB105 Douglas De Boer 

How to teach Science and Digital Logic Together 
Digital logic (computer logic) is easily taught at the high school level.  Only 8th grade 
algebra is needed.  Digital logic also provides a uniquely obvious context for explaining to 
students the meaning of phrases like "scientific method" and "abstraction of reality."  
Apparatus and curriculum for teaching this subject to your class may be borrowed free 
from the Sioux Center Public Library.  This session explores ways to go about making this 
happen. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

64 
All Grade Levels SB108 Darryl De Ruiter 

*Painting a Rosy Picture for Parents about their Kids - 
NOTE: Roses have Thorns 
This session is intended to assist teachers in how best to communicate openly and 
honestly with parents concerning student progress.  Attendees will learn important 
strategies that will keep all interested parties in the loop. These can be difficult 
conversations to have but can also lead to improved student achievement and/or 
behavior, which is the desired outcome. 

 
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

65 
All Grade Levels CL2248 Jill Friend, Jander Talen 

Roundtable for Music Educators 
Concerts are important, but student learning is more important.  Discover new ways to 
use formative assessment to transform ensemble warm-ups into teachable moments, 
hold students accountable for their learning, and individually assess students' progress 
even in large ensembles.  Roundtable discussion time will be included for teachers to 
share ideas that have worked effectively in their classrooms. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center 
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Group IV - Sessions 60-77 Continued (9:45 – 10:45 A.M. Friday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

66 
Middle School CA318 Gwen Marra 

Using Literature to Bring the World to your Classroom 
This session describes a project done in the 5th grade classrooms at SCCS which helped 
students develop an awareness/understanding of life in Afghanistan.  Strategies and 
materials will be shared as well as a framework/structure that could be used to develop 
similar units in your classroom.  Children's literature linked with classroom content is 
emphasized. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

67 
Administration CC93 Rick Melmer 

Adjusting the Sails 
This session will provide an overview of the changes that are occurring in our K-12 
educational system.  Emphasis will be on current initiatives in the areas of teacher and 
principal evaluation and the common core curriculum.  There will be an emphasis on the 
need for educators to be nimble during these changing times. 

 
 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

68 
All Grade Levels CL1144 David Mosterd, Rose Ervine 

Design Process for Innovation and Change 
John Mayer sings the lyrics,"So we keep waiting, waiting on the world to change."  Could 
students be singing that about our schools and classrooms?  There is pressure to change 
and become better communicators of content and thinking, but change is not easy.  In 
this session we will discover a design process that can help us innovate and bring change 
to our classrooms in a positive manner. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

69 
All Grade Levels CL1143 Connie Nyenhuis 

*Time to Board the 21st Century Teacher Train! 
This session will examine and explore today's students - Digital Natives vs. Digital 
Immigrants.  Come discover what is different about today's students and how we can 
reach and teach them effectively.  Attendees will walk away with knowledge about the 
importance of being a 21st Century Educator and how we all must be willing to change in 
order to meet the needs of today's learners. 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex 
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Group IV - Sessions 60-77 Continued (9:45 – 10:45 A.M. Friday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

70 
Middle and High 
School 

CA317 Jim Peterson 

Using Moodle Forums with Skitch 
This session will focus on creative uses of Moodle's forum module.  All participants 
should have a Moodle page to play with.  We will explore uses of Moodle forums and 
how to seed them with excellent questions creating potential for creative responses by 
students.  Alternatives to Moodle will also be mentioned. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

71 
All Grade Levels CL2250 Mary Beth Pollema 

Elementary Spanish for Schools on a Budget 
Find out how to build enthusiasm for language learning and increase Spanish proficiency 
in all grade levels.  This sectional will explore practical ways and a comprehensive model 
for implementing an Elementary Spanish program that gives advanced high school 
Spanish students the opportunity to put their foreign language abilities into practice as 
they lead younger students to discover Spanish. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

72 
Elementary CL1316 Sheri Sikkema 

The Daily 5 
Create a reading atmosphere in the classroom that fosters independence, cooperation, 
and enjoyment!  The Daily 5 is a unique way to read good fit books, work on writing, 
listen to good reading, work with words and build stamina.  Teacher time is spent 
working with students in small groups, whole group, and conferring one-on-one.  
Students are saying,  "I can't wait for the Daily 5!" 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

73 
All Grade Levels CL1318 Howard Van Mersbergen 

Planning For Adequate Retirement Income 
In this session the amount of retirement income provided by the CSI Pension Plan and 
Social Security will be demonstrated.  Time will also be spent discussing the benefits and 
features of the CSI Pension Plan as well as what must be considered in planning for 
adequate retirement income. 

Location Key: LIB=Hulst Library, REC=Recreation Center, SB=Science/Technology Center 
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Group IV - Sessions 60-77 Continued (9:45 – 10:45 A.M. Friday)  
Asterisk (*) in the title indicates session repeated  
 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

74 
All Grade Levels CL2241 Nicole Van Wyk 

Meeting Special Needs in the Mainstream Classroom - 
It CAN be done! 
This session will focus on including students with special needs in the mainstream 
classroom.  This will be addressed to general education teachers of all levels and subject 
areas and will provide practical ideas for how to meet the everyday needs of special 
needs students in the mainstream classroom. 

 
 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

75 
Elementary LIB-TRC Dan Vos 

Digital Storytelling with Mobile Technology 
iPads are a great tool for creating learning products using a variety of media - images, 
text, movies, and audio.  Digital Storytelling is a powerful way for students to share their 
learning with each other, the teacher, and beyond.  Come for a hands on session creating 
quality Digital Stories using a variety of applications with the iPad. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

76 
All Grade Levels CL2260 Marcia Vos 

*Different Strokes For Different Folks 
21st Century Learning is more challenging than ever before, but it is also more exciting.  
More is expected, but more tools are available to help meet these challenges.  Join this 
session to share "something old, something new, something borrowed, and something 
true!”  There will be a mixture of listening and active participation. 

 

 Grade Level Location Presenter(s) 

77 
Pre-K and 
Elementary 

CL1307 Stephanie Zevenbergen 

Teaching with Love and Logic 
Love and Logic is an approach to working with students that:  puts teachers in control, 
teaches kids to think for themselves and raises the level of student responsibility.  This 
session explores strategies for maintaining control in the classroom, helping students to 
solve problems and turning words into gold. 

Location Key: CA=Campus Center, CC=Computer Center, CL=Classroom/Ribbens Academic Complex  
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11:00 – 12:00 P.M. Keynote Address BJH Auditorium 
 
 
 

 Grade Level Room Presenter(s) 

78 
All Grade Levels BJH 

Auditorium 
Dr. Joe Martin 

Stress-free Teaching 
Learn how to gain control of your career and your life while reducing personal 
stress. 

 
 

12:00 P.M.   Prayer and Closing  BJH Auditorium 
 Featuring the Dordt College Pipe Organ 
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Next Year! 

Convention 2013 

 

Chad Dirkse 
Chad serves as President of Chattanooga Christian School in Chattanooga, Tennessee, a K-12 

school with approximately 1150 students.  Earning his M.B.A from LeTourneau University with a 

specialization in school leadership, Chad previously served as Superintendent at Westminster 

Christian School in Elgin, Illinois, for 15 years.   

 

During the 2011 convention, Chad was involved in the panel discussion, and presented the 

session “What do your Students See in You?”  Because of his insightful comments on the panel 

and his thought-provoking session, it was suggested that he return as keynote speaker for a 

future Heartland Convention. 
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In the Eckhardt Lounge… 
Thursday, October 4, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

RenWeb: 
RenWeb is a totally integrated 

web-based school 

management service for 

Christian and private schools. 

As a Christian based company, 

more than half of the 2,500 

schools they serve are 

Christian Schools. RenWeb 

provides comprehensive online 

features for school staff, 

teachers, parents and 

students.  A RenWeb 

representative is available 

Thursday from 11:30 – 2:30 

p.m. in the Eckhardt Lounge. 

Book Signing: 
11:30- 1:00 P.M. Stop by the Eckhardt 

Lounge and meet Dr. Joe Martin.  

Resources, books (and eBooks) geared 

toward helping teachers succeed in and 

outside of the classroom will also be 

available.  

Have you seen CSI’s  

Nurturing Faith blog? 

The Nurturing Faith blog is produced by CSI to 

focus on the faith nurture of youth (school age 

through college). It is intended to connect 

people and resources. Its purpose is to 

encourage conversations and share ideas 

around how to best nurture faith in youth at 
school, church, and home so that all of life is 

impacted. 

The Nurturing Faith blog is produced by CSI 

and authored by Dan Beerens of DBC 

Consulting. It is available at: 
http://nurturingfaith.wordpress.com. 

 

http://nurturingfaith.wordpress.com/
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Collaborating with the Coaches 

Thursday, October 4      DeWitt Gymnasium 

11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.     Craig Stiemsma 

 

1:45 – 2:30 P.M.      Ross Douma 

          

      

  

Craig Stiemsma: Craig is the head women’s basketball coach at Dordt 

College. He led the Defenders to their first ever national ranking in the 

2010-2011 season. He is currently starting his 6th year as the women’s 

basketball coach. Craig earned his doctorate from USD in 2010. 

Ross Douma: Ross is the head men’s basketball coach at Dordt College. He 

was named 2012 GPAC Coach of the Year. Ross was a former high school 

teacher and administrator and he is now entering his fourth year at the 

helm for the Defenders. He holds a Master’s degree from Governor’s State 

University in Illinois. 

 

Join the Coaches and their teams during a practice session to see 

and hear what transpires during a typical workout.  The coaches will be 

wearing microphones so you won’t miss a thing.  Practice schedules and 

handouts will be provided to all attendees. 

 

Friday, October 5     NW IA Athletic Directors 

7:45 A.M. – 8:25 A.M.     President’s Board Room 

        (3rd floor-Campus Center) 

NW Iowa Grade School Athletic Directors/Coaches  

2012-2013 basketball season scheduling meeting for the NW 

Iowa grade school basketball games. 
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 DORDT COLLEGE CENTER FOR 
ECONOMIC EDUCATION 

Dordt College was recently granted 

certification to become a Center for Economic 

Education by the National Council for 

Economic Education (CEE). Nationwide, there 

are more than 200 centers affiliated with CEE, 

but Dordt College will be the main 

comprehensive center in Iowa.  

The Center for Economic Education seeks to 

reach out to schools to globally advance God's kingdom by improving the 

economic and personal financial literacy of K-12 students. It will strive to present 

a Biblically wise, skillful, responsible, and caring way to apply their economic, 

personal finance, and marketplace education in their communal life in God's 

world. Check out the website: http://www.dordtcee.org.  

Art Attema of the Dordt College Business Department and Ed Starkenburg of the 

Education Department will serve as co-chairs for the center which will be a 

cooperative venture of the Business and Education Departments. Centers for 

Economic Education help advocate for better economic and personal finance 

education in K-12 schools through teacher training programs, student programs, 

and competitions. Erica Vonk (Business Department) and Kay De Boom (Education 

Department) will serve as assistant directors for the center. 

For more information contact Erica Vonk, Assistant Director, Center for Economic 

Education: Email: Erica.Vonk@dordt.edu or phone 712-722-6341.  

 

SPONSORS INCLUDE: 

PRIMEBANK  ∙  PEOPLES BANK  ·  AMERICAN STATE BANK  ·  FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

 

 

mailto:Erica.Vonk@dordt.edu
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Introducing the Presenters 

 

Ahrenholz, Nici Session 2, 20 

1st Grade Teacher 
Central Minnesota Christian School, Prinsburg, MN 

toddnici@hotmail.com 

Nici is in her fifth year as a first grade teacher at CMCS.  She is passionate about teaching reading through 
differentiation and uses music to encourage active learning. 

 

Ashby, Mary Session 3, 21 

Teacher Consultant 
Christian Learning Center (CLC Network), Wyoming, MI 

mashby@legacycs.org 

Along with being a Teacher Consultant for the CLC Network, Mary is also the Special Education Coordinator for 
Legacy Christian School in Grand Rapids, Michigan.   Having a K-12 Special Education degree with 
endorsements in emotionally impaired & learning disabilities, Mary speaks and trains for CLC Network's 
Educational Services Division. 

 

Bandstra, Alan Session 4 

6th Grade Teacher 
Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

abandstra@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Alan has completed 23 years of classroom experience.  In 1998 he received his M.A. in curriculum and 
instruction.  For about a dozen years Alan has been publishing articles and leading seminars on the topic of 
classroom climate and discipline. 

 

Blamer, Jeff Session 5, 22 

Director of Membership 
Christian Schools International (CSI), Grand Rapids, MI 

jblamer@csionline.org 

Serving 35 years in Christian schools as teacher and principal, Jeff has also studied in Israel and has led study 
trips to Israel.  Passionate about teaching Biblical stories in their context, Jeff believes that we are each called 
to lead students to become disciples for Jesus and to equip them to advance God's kingdom. 

 

Bleeker, Beth Session 41 

Kindergarten Teacher 
Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

bbleeker@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Just completing her M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction, Beth's title of her thesis was "Rediscovering the Garden 
in Kindergarten."  Beth has taught Kindergarten for five years. 

 

Blind, Kristin Session 42 

Elementary Teacher 
Alpha Omega Academy, Rock Rapids, IA 

kblind@aoacademy.com 

Kristin holds degrees in Special Education(K-12), Elementary Education (K-8) and English (9-12).  She has also 
worked in multiple settings alongside students with exceptionalities.  Her experience includes Children's Care 
Hospital and School, Special Education Teacher at Canistota School District in SD, Special Education Teacher 
and RTI Reading Specialist in Vermillion, SD, and Special Education guru and K-6th Grade Teacher at Alpha 
Omega Academy.  

 

mailto:toddnici@hotmail.com
mailto:mashby@legacycs.org
mailto:jblamer@csionline.org
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 

 

Bootsma, Paul Session 59 

Principal 
Southwest Christian High, Edgerton, MN 

swch@iw.net 

Paul has been the principal at Southwest Christian High School in Edgerton, MN, for 11 years.  He is also an 
adjunct professor for Dordt College at Southwest, teaching CORE 110 – Communication and Culture and CORE 
120 – English Composition to high school seniors.  Previously, Paul taught 7th-12th English at Terra Ceia 
Christian School in Terra Ceia, NC.  He has a master’s degree in school administration and is pursuing his 
doctorate in educational leadership through the University of St. Thomas. 

 

 

Bos, Jim Session 59 

Associate Provost/Registrar 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

Jim.Bos@dordt.edu 

Jim has served as registrar of Dordt College since 1997, and has worked with many institutions and families on 
issues related to transferability of college credits. He has six years of school board experience, serving on both 
education and finance committees as well as board chair. He holds a B.A. from Dordt College and a M.S. from 
Mankato State University.  

 

 

Bosma, Greg Session 23 

Technology Coordinator 
Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

gbosma@siouxcenterchristian.com 

During Greg's student teaching assignment he saw students engage in deeper learning from games and 
simulations through technology.  Because of these experiences, Greg decided to pursue a Masters of Education 
in Technology in 2006 and completed it in the spring of 2009. 

 

 

Bouman, Doug Session 6, 60 

Director of Evaluation Services, School Psychologist 
Christian Learning Center (CLC Network), Wyoming, MI 

dbouman@clcnetwork.org 

Doug received his B.A. in Psychology from Calvin College, his M.A. and S.Psy.S. in School Psychology from 
Central Michigan University. 

 

 

Bowar, Josh Session 7, 61 

5th Grade Teacher and School Drama Director 
Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

jbowar@scchristian.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Classroom experiences for Josh include teaching at the elementary, middle school, high school, college, and 
adult level.  He is also involved in leading a summer drama camp through Sioux Center Arts and Recreation 
Council, directing a theme drama troupe at SCCS, serving on several committees at SCCS including chairing the 
Iowa Core Curriculum Commmittee and owning and operating a small consulting business.  He received his B.A. 
and M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction from Dordt and is working on his M.A. in Educational Leadership.   
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 
 

Brandsen, Rodney Session 8, 44, 62 

Principal, South Side Christian School 
Holland Christian Schools, Holland, MI 

rbrandsen@hollandchristian.org 

After serving as a high school Bible teacher at Holland Christian High School for 22 years, Rodney now serves as 
principal at the lower elementary building.  He is passionate for Christian education, including engaging 
technology as one more powerful tool to bring glory to God. 

 

 

Brouwer, Kristin Session 9, 45 

Middle School Teacher 
Pella Christian Grade School, Pella, IA 

brouwerk@pellachristian.net 

Kristin has been teaching for the last eight years at Pella Christian Grade School.  While there, she has taught a 
variety of subjects including literature, geography, Spanish, history, and Bible to 6-8th graders.  She is currently 
working on a Masters of Divinity with a concentration in Children and Family from Bethel Seminary.  Kristin 
loves teaching and youth. 

 

 

De Boer, Douglas Session 63 

Professor of Engineering 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

Douglas.DeBoer@dordt.edu 

Dr. Douglas De Boer teaches engineering at Dordt College.  Prior to joining the faculty at Dordt in 1984, he 
designed integrated circuits at Hewlett Packard Company.  He has taught a college-level course on digital logic 
more than 25 times in his career.  He is eager to show how some concepts of his course are especially fitting 
for Christian High Schools. 

 

 

De Groot, Jonathan Praise Team, Session 10 

Campus Ministries Coordinator 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

jdegroot@dordt.edu 

Jonathan started at Dordt in 2011, working in campus ministries after serving for almost a decade in worship 
ministry at The Crossing (RCA church) in Sioux Falls.  During that time he collaborated with several other local 
churches in worship team development and implementation.  He graduated from North Central University with 
a B.A. in Pastoral Studies. 

 

 

De Ruiter, Darryl Session 46, 64 

High School Principal 
Pella Christian High School, Pella, IA 

principal@pceagles.org 

Darryl is in his 27th year as a Christian School Educator and his 10th year as administrator.  He recevied his B.A. 
from Dordt College and his M.A. in Educational Administration from Buena Vista University.  Experience 
includes teaching at Central Valley Christian in Visalia, California; Unity Christian in Orange City, Iowa; Dordt 
College in Sioux Center, Iowa; and Pella Christian in Pella, Iowa. 
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 
 

De Smith, Rebecca Session 24 

TAG Coordinator/Teacher and Curriculum Coordinator 
Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

rdesmith@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Teaching in the Discovery Program at Sioux Center Christian School for 21 years, Rebecca has also taught 
students in Preschool – 3rd grade.  She graduated from Dordt College and received her M.A. from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison in Curriculum and Instruction, focusing on Reading.  She also holds a K-12 Talented and 
Gifted endorsement from the state of Iowa. 

 

 

Dykstra, Wayne Session 47 

Principal 
Unity Christian High School, Orange City, IA 

wdykstra@unitychristian.net 

Wayne has a B.A. in Secondary education from Dordt College, an M.A. in Educational Leadership from the 
University of Wisconsin and is involved in the Van Lunen Fellowship for Executive Leadership.  In his 18th year 
of school leadership and third year as the principal at Unity Christian High School, Wayne considers 1:1 
implementation a journey he enjoys sharing with others. 

 

 

Engbers, Brad Session 11 

Activities Director 
Pella Christian High School, Pella, IA 

engbersb@pceagles.org 

After receiving his B.A. in Physical Education from Dordt College in 1989, Brad taught PE and Health at 
Whitinsville Christian in Massachusetts for 3 years.  After earning his M.A. in School Counseling at the 
University of South Dakota in 1994, he moved to Chicago where he was a Guidance Counselor, Psychology 
teacher, and head varsity girls basketball coach at Chicago Christian for 16 years.  In 2010, Brad became the 
Activities Director at Pella Christian High.   

 

 

Ervine, Rose Session 28, 58, 68 

Director of Curriculum 
Holland Christian Schools, Holland, MI 

rervine@hollandchristian.org 

Rose has had a career in Education for over 40 years.   Having the opportunity to teach at the elementary, 
secondary and college levels, she has had experience as a building principal, Director of Reading and Diagnostic 
Services, Director of Curriculum, Assistant Superintendent and a Superintendent of Schools.  Rose has also had 
the pleasure of developing and opening new schools and implementing numerous new initiatives at the district 
level. 

 

 

Faller, Rachel Session 38 

K-4th Music Teacher and Preschool Teacher 
Dakota Christian School, Corsica, SD 

faller@unitedlsd.com 

Rachel received her Elementary and Early Childhood degrees from Augustana College and the University of 
South Dakota.  For over a decade she has been teaching in different capacities wherever God has called her.   
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 

Friend, Jill Session 65 

Orchestra/Music Teacher 
Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

jfriend@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Jill teaches music at Sioux Center Christian School and is the Worship/Music Coordinator at Covenant CRC in 
Sioux Center.  She previously taught strings and vocal music in Ogden, Iowa, and Ames, Iowa, and was the 
Worship Director at Trinity CRC in Ames.   She is a graduate of Dordt College. 

 

 

Heynen, Craig Session 25, 48 

Assistant Professor/Head Track and Field Coach 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

cheynen@dordt.edu 

Dr. Craig Heynen is in his 6th year at Dordt College, teaching in the HHP department and also serves as head 
track and field coach.  He has been a track and field coach for 21 years; coaching middle school, high school, 
and college track and field.  In 2012, he was named women's indoor GPAC coach of the year. 

 

 

Hoksbergen, Elizabeth Session 12, 26, 49 

Executive Director 
Apples of Gold Center for Learning, Pella, IA 

edhoksbergen@gmail.com 

Elizabeth oversees the diagnostics and customized learning solutions for students at Apples of Gold.  
Additionally, she has served as a 6th-12th grade teacher, a K-8 curriculum director, and a K-8 principal. She 
holds a master’s degree in Educational Leadership from Drake University and is a licensed special education 
supervisor. 

 

 

Hoksbergen, Joe Session 50 

Art Teacher 
Pella Christian Schools, Pella, IA 

hoksbergenj@pceagles.org 

Before teaching art, Joe operated his own business which helped prepare him for involvement in the marketing 
efforts at Pella Christian.  He also serves as advisor to students helping out with promotions. 

 

 

Inlow, Robin Session 56 

Continuous Improvement Coordinator 
Alpha Omega Academy, Rock Rapids, IA 

rinlow@aoacademy.com 

Robin works at operating, managing, supervising, and driving the vision of Alpha Omega Academy. 

 

 

Kaemingk, Karl Session 47 

Tech Coordinator 
Unity Christian High School, Orange City, IA 

kkaemingk@unitychristian.net 

Karl is a life long learner specializing in educational technology.  He graduated from Dordt College in 1987, 
Morningside College in 1994, and is the technology coordinator at Unity.  He has a M.A. degree in Technology 
Education and is also lead instructor for an Instructional Technology course in the Masters Program at 
Morningside College in Sioux City. 
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 
 

Maat, Pamela Session 13, 51 

Teacher Consultant 
Christian Learning Center (CLC Network), Wyoming, MI 

pmaat@clcnetwork.org 

In her work as teacher consultant, Director of ESS at Holland Christian Schools, classroom teacher and through 
college work, Pamela has experienced many different classrooms and approaches to working with students’ 
learning and behavioral challenges. 

 

 

Marra, Gwen Session 66 

Assistant Professor of Education 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

gwen.marra@dordt.edu 

Gwen has been involved in Christian education for over 20 years.  Besides teaching at Dordt, she has also 
taught several grades from preschool - grade 3.  As a graduate student at the University of South Dakota, she 
has studied multicultural education and has done research regarding the use of children's literature in the 
content areas. 

 

 

Melmer, Rick Session 67 

Dean of School of Education 
USD School of Education, Vermillion, SD 

rick.melmer@usd.edu 

Rick was the former Secretary of Education in South Dakota.  He has worked at various levels on education 
reform and policy issues.  He is currently chairing the Teacher Evaluation and Principal Evaluation Work Groups 
for the state of South Dakota. 

 

 

Mosterd, David Session 28, 52, 68 

Teacher/Chaplain 
Holland Christian Schools, Holland, MI 

dmosterd@hollandchristian.org 

David has been teaching history, Bible, psychology and AP Psychology for seven years.  Currently he is also 
working as Chaplain and Director of Student Life at HCHS in an effort to create intentional time throughout the 
year to nurture the hearts of students, equipping them with the ability to transform the world for Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Mulder, Dave Session 29 

Instructor of Education 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

david.mulder@dordt.edu 

Dave has 14 years of experience teaching a variety of subjects in Christian middle schools, but will admit  that 
science is his favorite. Among other things, he teaches elementary and middle school science methods at 
Dordt.  Dave reads voraciously, writes periodically, experiments continuously, teaches energetically, and strives 
to live out his faith enthusiastically! 
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 

Mulder, Dr. Dave Session 53 

Retired State Senator 
Northwestern College, Iowa State Senate 

dwm@nwciowa.edu 

In his retirement years, Dr. Dave Mulder was elected to the Iowa State Senate where he served four years.  In 
2010, he and his wife compiled and published a yearly devotional.  Dave also has dual authorship on a book 
about politics published in 2012.   Prior experiences include 20 years at Sioux Center High School teaching 
business classes and coaching, and teaching economics and coaching golf at Northwestern College for 25 years. 

 

Mulder, Kristin Session 30 

Technology Integration Director 
Sioux Falls Christian Schools, Sioux Falls, SD 

kristinmulder@sfchristian.org 

Kristin is in her eighteenth year in education.  She has a M.A. in Education - Technology Leadership.  Aside from 
her current position, Kristin has taught fourth grade, middle school, college undergraduate and graduate 
classes in the field of technology integration, and education workshops at the University of Sioux Falls. 

 

Nyenhuis, Connie Session 14, 69 

Middle School English and Computer Teacher 
Sioux Falls Christian Schools, Sioux Falls, SD 

connienyenhuis@sfchristian.org 

Receiving her B.A. in Elementary Education and her M.A. in Education with Leadership in Technology through 
the University of Sioux Falls, Connie has taught Preschool, 2nd grade, and 5th grade at Sioux Falls Christian 
Schools.  Connie considers being a 21st Century Educator necessary for all teachers in order to meet the needs 
of today's digital learners. 

 

Peterson, Jim Session 15, 31, 54, 70 

Secondary Curriculum Director 
Holland Christian Schools, Holland, MI 

jpeterson@hollandchristian.org 

Jim, a former teacher and technology coordinator, leads the technology and curriculum offices for Holland 
Christian secondary schools.  Some of Jim's roles at Holland Christian include implementing the 1:1 laptop 
program, directing the professional development outreach to other schools and serving as Moodle 
administrator.   He holds a M.A. in curriculum and instruction from Calvin College. 

 

Pollema, Mary Beth Session 71 

9th-12th Grade English/Spanish Teacher 
Central Minnesota Christian School, Prinsburg, MN 

bmbpollema@mac.com 

After graduating with her B.A. from Dordt College, Mary Beth taught at Leota Christian and then King's College 
in Belize, Central America.  She is currently serving at CMCS and also enjoys writing and leading mission trips to 
Latin America.  She was recently published on CSI's "Nurturing Faith" blog. 

 

Schultz, Sarah Session 55 

Science Teacher 
Alpha Omega Academy, Rock Rapids, IA 

sschultz@aoacademy.com 

Sarah received her B.A. in General Science/Secondary Education from Cornell College and is currently working 
on her master’s at Dordt.  Sarah has taught in the traditional classroom for 10 years and online for the last 2 
years, focusing the last two years on the use of interactive simulations. 

mailto:dwm@nwciowa.edu
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 

Secord, Deborah Session 56 

Director 
Alpha Omega Academy, Rock Rapids, IA 

dsecord@aoacademy.com 

Dr. Secord has almost two decades in Christian education; the last two years have been in virtual education.  
She works with the Continuous Improvement Coordinator in operating, managing, supervising, and driving the 
vision of Alpha Omega Academy. 

 

Sikkema, Sheri Session 72 

1st Grade Teacher 
MOC-FV School District, Orange City Elementary 

ssikkema@moc-fv.k12.ia.us 

Sheri graduated from Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa, with a double major in Elementary Education 
and Library Science.  She has taken many graduate classes at Purdue Calumet and Morningside College and is 
currently working on her reading endorsement.  Most of Sheri's 16 years of teaching has been in 1st grade. 

 

Sinnema, Valerie Session 32 

6th-8th Grade Teacher 
Hills Christian School, Hills, MN 

valsinnema@hotmail.com 

Growing up in Christian Schools in Arizona and Montana, Valerie graduated from Dordt College with an 
Elementary Education degree and a Middle School Endorsement.  She is in her 2nd year of teaching a middle 
school multigrade classroom and loving it!  Valerie has also worked in daycare and preschool settings. 

 

Slagter, Rhonda Session 33 

Counselor 
Central Minnesota Christian School, Prinsburg, MN 

rhondas@willmarnet.com 

Rhonda received her BA in English secondary education from Dordt College.  In 2010, she completed her M.A. 
from Southwest Minnesota State University in Education with an English emphasis.  Rhonda has been at CMC 
for 23 years teaching English and has served as the guidance counselor for the past 12 years. 

 

Talen, Jander Session 65 

Music Teacher 
Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

jtalen@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Originally hailing from PEI, Canada, Jander left the "Land of Anne" to attend Dordt College.  He taught at 
Miscouche Consolidated School in Western PEI, then moved back to Sioux Center to work at SCCS.  He is 
passionate about music and loves to share that passion. 

 

Ten Pas, Randy Session 34 

Principal 
Hull Christian School, Hull, IA 

rtenpas@hullchristian.com 

Randy has given presentations at the Illinois Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
State Convention and at the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance National 
Convention.   He has also taught at the college level at Trinity Christain College and at the grade school level in 
Oskaloosa Christian and Alsip Public School.  He received his M.A. at the University of Northern Iowa. 
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 
 

Troost, Kaitlin Session 16 

Secondary Education Student, Mathematics 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

ktlntrst@dordt.edu 

A student at Dordt College from Parma, Idaho, Kaitlin is majoring in secondary education/mathematics and 
minoring in middle school classroom. 

 

Van Dusseldorp, Lois Session 35 

Librarian and 5th-8th Art Teacher 
Dakota Christian School, Corsica, SD 

ivan@midstatesd.net 

After graduating from Dordt College, Lois taught the 5th & 6th grades at New Holland Christian School.  Since 
1986 she has been a librarian, first at New Holland Christian and now at Dakota Christian School.  Lois began 
teaching art to grades 5-8 several years ago. 

 

Van Dyke, Janie Session 36 

English Teacher/Theater Director 
Unity Christian High School, Orange City, IA 

jvandyke@unitychristian.net 

Before teaching at Unity Christian High School, Janie also taught English at Southwest Christian in Edgerton, 
Minnesota; Unity Christian in Fulton, Illinois; and at Village Christian Schools in Sun Valley, California.  She has 
been teaching for 28 years and directing theater for 25 of those years. 

 

Van Maanen, Brent Session 37 

K-8th Physical Education Instructor 
Orange City Christian School, Orange City, IA 

bvanmaanen@occhristian.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Brent graduated from Dordt in 2006 with a B.A. in Physical Education and a Health Minor for K-12.  He taught 
elementary physical education and health classes for five years at Coral Springs Christian Academy in Coral 
Springs, Florida, and is in his second year of teaching at Orange City Christian.  He is also head baseball coach at 
Western Christian High School and JV/Assistant men's basketball coach at Dordt College. 

 

Van Mersbergen, Howard Session 73 

Vice President of Employee Benefits 
Christian Schools International (CSI), Grand Rapids, MI 

hvanmersbergen@csionline.org 

Howard is a graduate of Dordt College and is also a Certified Investment Management Analyst and Certified 
Employee Benefit Specialist. 

 

Van Wyk, Nicole Session 74 

Special Education Teacher 
Pella Christian High School, Pella, IA 

vanwyk@pceagles.org 

Graduating from Florida Atlantic University with a degree in K-12 Special Education, Nicole also received a 
minor in PreK and K-6 General Education and a TESOL endorsement.  Nicole has taught five years at PCHS in a 
self contained special education classroom along with coaching cheerleading. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ktlntrst@dordt.edu
mailto:bvanmaanen@occhristian.pvt.k12.ia.us
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 

 

 

Van Zee, Jody Session 38 

1st/2nd grade teacher 
Dakota Christian School, Corsica, SD 

bjvanzee@midstatesd.net 

Jody graduated from Dordt College in 1996 and taught 1st/2nd grade for two years at Alameda Christian 
School in Alameda, California.  She began teaching 1st/2nd grade at New Holland Christian School in 1998.  
When New Holland Christian combined with Dakota Christian High School and Platte Christian to form Dakota 
Christian she continued on as their 1st/2nd teacher. 

 

 

Vermeer, Joyce Session 57 

Early Childhood Consultant 
Northwest Area Education Agency 

jvermeer@nwaea.org 

In the field of early childhood for 35 years, Joyce has been a 1st grade teacher, preschool teacher, childcare 
center director, early childhood director and AEA consultant.  Her degrees come from Dordt, Northwestern 
and USD.  She facilitates classes in research-based curriculum, assessment and state standards while coaching 
early childhood programs in Northwest Iowa. 

 

 

Vos, Dan Session 39, 54, 75 

Elementary Instructional and Tech Coach 
Holland Christian Schools, Holland, MI 

dvos@hollandchristian.org 

Teaching middle school and high school for 15 years, Dan also led and organized 1:1 laptops in grades 5-12 
starting in 2005.  He currently leads the implementation of 1:1 iPads in grades K-4 and has led professional 
development at local schools, area ISDs, and at many local, state, and national conferences.  Dan's B.A. is from 
Calvin College and his M.A. in Educational Leadership is from Michigan State. 

 

 

Vos, Glenn Session 28, 58 

Superintendent 
Holland Christian Schools, Holland, MI 

gvos@hollandchristian.org 

Glenn has been privileged to contribute to the leadership of schools in Iowa, California and Michigan 
throughout a career that has spanned over 4 decades.   He has also helped to implement innovative 
educational practices at each of these posts and has frequently presented and written about the need for 
Christian schools to be prepared to manage the changes coming in education. 

 

 

Vos, Marcia Session 17, 76 

Educational Support Services Teacher 
Holland Christian Schools, Holland, MI 

mvos@hollandchristian.org 

Over the past 40 years Marcia has taught in a variety of classrooms, ranging from Kindergarten through eighth 
grade in the states of California, Iowa, and Michigan, providing many opportunities for differentiation.  Midway 
through her teaching career Marcia earned a M.A. in Multicatigorical Disabilities from Morningside College.  
She serves as teacher for students with special needs and collaborator for teachers who have students with 
special needs. 
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Introducing the Presenters, Continued… 
 
 

Wallace, Marty Session 18 

Mental Health Therapist 
Creative Living Center, Rock Valley, IA 

mwallace@hickorytech.net 

Joining the staff at the Creative Living Center part time in 2001, Marty now works full time specializing in 
providing mental health services to children and families.  He also teaches play therapy to upper masters and 
doctoral students at USD.  Marty hold a master’s degree in counseling psychology and his registered play 
therapist supervisor registration from the University of South Dakota.  In the past four years, Marty has trained 
to become an attachment specialist and is a founding member of ANI (attachment network of Iowa). 

 

Zevenbergen, Stephanie Session 77 

Facilitator/Teacher 
Independent Facilitator, Rock Valley, IA 

zeehof@premieronline.net 

Stephanie obtained her BSW from Dordt College.  She worked as a social worker in a nursing home/hospital 
setting for 15 years.  After taking a break in her career to be at home with her family, she currently assists as a 
teacher's aide in the classroom at Rock Valley Christian School.  For six years she has facilitated the program, 
Parenting with Love and Logic, through the Creative Living Center. 

 

Zonnefeld, Valorie Session 16 

Instructor of Mathematics 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

valorie.zonnefeld@dordt.edu 

Valorie has taught and coached in middle school and high school.  She is passionate about pedagogy and 
strives to create a content-centered classroom. 

 

Zuidema, Leah Session 59 

Associate Provost/Dean for Curriculum & Instruction 
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

leah.zuidema@dordt.edu 

Leah serves as coordinator for Dordt’s dual enrollment program.  One of her passions is connecting Dordt 
College with secondary schools. Previously, Leah taught high school and college English in Michigan, completed 
her doctoral studies at Michigan State, and taught preservice teachers and student teachers.   
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Fantastic Fridays 

Planned for  

HEARTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
 

Friday,  November 16,  2012 
9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

 

Admin Team 

 
Friday,  January 25,  2013 

9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

 

Admin Team   

 
Friday,  February 8,  2013 
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 

 

Grade Level  Workshop  
6 t h/JH Social  Studies/JH Bible  

 
Friday,  February 22,  2013 

10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 

 

Grade Level  Workshop  
3 r d  and 5 t h  Grades  

 
Friday,  March 8,  2013 
9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

 

Admin Team  

 

What is Admin team? 
Admin Team is a group of people in administration from our member schools that meet 4 times 
yearly to encourage one another, learn from each other and challenge each other in their faith 

and in their role as leaders of a school. 
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Heartland Christian Schools is governed by a board made up of 

one representative from each school. This representation is an 

equal mixture of administrators, board members, and teachers 

on a 3-year rotation. This board meets annually in March.  

From these board members an executive committee is formed.  

These members meet at least 4 times yearly or as needs arise.  

HEARTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2012-2013 
    

School Name Term Rep Type Rep Name and Postion 

Doon 2010-2013 Administrator Carla Walhof 

Heartland 
 

Coordinator Jodi Hulstein, Heartland Coordinator 

Inwood 2010-2013 Board Member Gerry Brands 

Ireton 2012-2015 Board Member Benjy Weida 

Orange City 2011-2014 Teacher Randy Hilbelink, President 

Sheldon 2010-2013 Teacher Lori Dykstra, Treasurer 

Hull 2012-2015 Administrator Randy Ten Pas, CSI Board Member  

Sioux Center 2012-2015 Teacher Sarah Stoub 

Southwest 2011-2014 Board Member Dennis Kroll 

Unity 2012-2015 Administrator Wayne Dykstra, Secretary 

Western 2011-2014  Administrator Dan Barkel, Vice President 
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Heartland Christian Schools: Board Representatives 

School Name Term Rep. Type Rep. Name 

Block I 2010-2013     

Hills 2010-2013 Board Member  Myrna Haak 

Edgerton 2010-2013 Administrator Randy Pfeifle 

Hollandale 2010-2013 Teacher Lisa Vos 

CMCS 2010-2013 Board Member Aimee Te Brake 

Kanawha 2010-2013 Administrator Stan Vanden Berg 

Sheldon 2010-2013 Teacher Lori Dykstra 

Inwood 2010-2013 Board Member Gerry Brands 

Doon 2010-2013 Administrator Carla Walhof 

Rock Valley 2010-2013 Teacher Kristy Van Beek 

Block II 2012-2015     

Chandler 2012-2015 Board Member Loren Vander Woude 

Sanborn 2012-2015 Teacher Sue Gonnerman 

Unity 2012-2015 Administrator Wayne Dykstra 

Sioux Center 2012-2015 Teacher Sarah Stoub 

Ireton 2012-2015 Board Member Benjy Weida 

Dakota 2012-2015 Administrator Gary Cookson 

Volga 2012-2015 Administrator Bruce Lucas 

Block III 2011-2014     

Hull 2011-2014 Board Member Matt Vande Hoef 

Western 2011-2014 Administrator Dan Barkel 

Orange City 2011-2014 Teacher Randy Hilbelink 

Southwest 2011-2014 Board Member Dennis Kroll 

Sutton 2011-2014 Teacher Dave Kauk 

Sioux Falls 2011-2014 Board Member Jennifer Crisp-Griebel 

Worthington 2011-2014 Teacher Martha Lubben 
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-- Bibles --- Devotionals --- Dordt Press Books 

--General reading books on Christian living, Faith, Etc. 

--Children’s books --- Greeting Cards 

--T-shirts --- Sweatshirts ---Mugs --- Hats and Caps 

 

 

Dordt College Bookstore 

20% Off Storewide Sale 
Some Exclusions Apply 

Extra 10% off already clearance items 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hours: 

Thursday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm- Friday 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
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Convention Notes: 
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Convention Notes: 
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Convention Notes: 

 


