
Convention Overview 
Thursday, October 2, 2014 
 

8:30 – 9:30 A.M. Check-in & Continental Breakfast   Campus Center 

8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.  Book Display   Hulst Library  

9:30 – 9:35 A.M. Welcome   BJH Auditorium 

 Dr. Erik Hoekstra, Dordt College President 
 

9:40 – 10:00 A.M. Opening Worship   BJH Auditorium 

 Reuben Sinnema, Lonny Ackerman, Clint Roozenboom 
 

10:00 – 10:45 A.M. Keynote – Gary Schmidt   BJH Auditorium 

 “Story as Revealing”  
 

11:00 A.M.  – 12:00 P.M. Group I Sessions    Various Locations  

11:00 A.M. – 12:15 P.M.  Group IA Sessions    Various Locations  

12:00 – 12:30 P.M. Guided Group Tours Science/Tech Center Main Lobby 

12:00 – 1:15 P.M. Lunch    Campus Center 

12:30 – 1:00 P.M. Guided Group Tours Science/Tech Center Main Lobby 

1:00 – 2:15 P.M. Group II Sessions   Various Locations  
 

1:15 – 2:15 P.M. Group IIA Sessions    Various Locations  

2:30 – 3:30 P.M. Group III Sessions    Various Locations  
  

Friday, October 3, 2014 

7:45 – 8:30 A.M. Continental Breakfast   Campus Center 

7:45 – 8:30 A.M. Guided Group Tours Science/Tech Center Main Lobby 

7:45 – 8:25 A.M. NW IA Athletic Scheduling Meeting            Board Room 328 
                                                                                                                 (3rd floor Campus Center) 

8:00 – 12:30 P.M. Book Display   Hulst Library  

8:30 – 9:30 A.M. Group IV Sessions   Various Locations 
 

9:45 –10:45 A.M. Group V Sessions   Various Locations 

11:00 – 11:45 A.M. Keynote – Gary Schmidt   BJH Auditorium 

 “Story as Complicating” 
 

11:45 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. Closing Songs of Praise   BJH Auditorium 

 Reuben Sinnema  
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The mission of the Heartland Christian Educators’ Convention is:  

"to support the Biblical calling and task of Christian schools by providing collaborative 

learning opportunities for teachers and administrators.” 
 

2014 Convention Planning Committee: 

Paul Bootsma 

Southwest MN 

Christian 

Edgerton, MN – Chair 

 

Josh Bowar  

Sioux Center Christian 

Sioux Center, IA 

 

Joe Hoksbergen  

Pella Christian High 

Pella, IA 

Jodi Hulstein 

Coordinator 

Heartland Christian 

Schools 

 

Lexi Oudman  

Sioux Falls Christian 

Sioux Falls, SD 

 

 

 

 

 

Valerie Sinnema  

Hills Christian School 

Hills, MN – Secretary 

 

Tim Van Soelen 

Education Dept. 

Dordt College  

Sioux Center, IA 

 

Jill VanderWerff 

Sanborn Christian 

Sanborn, IA 

The Convention Committee meets monthly starting in November.  We value your opinion and your 

input.  Please feel free to contact a committee member with your convention ideas! 

 

 

Heartland Christian Schools 

Dordt College Chapel Mezzanine, Office #206 

498 4th Ave NE 

Sioux Center, IA 51250 

Phone: 712-722-6216  

Email: csi6@dordt.edu 

Website: www.heartlandchristianschools.com 

Follow the Convention on Twitter @Heartlandconv 

Or “Like” us on Facebook: Heartland Christian Schools 

 

Select network “Dordt Guest” to access wireless connection during the convention 

(no password required!) 

 

Other events taking place through Heartland Christian Schools: 

 

November 13&14, 2014  

Admin Team 

Strengthening Christian Schools Conference, Dyer, IN 

January 23, 2015 

9:30 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. P.M. 
Admin Team 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

10:00 A.M. – 3:00 Friday, 

Grade Level Workshops 

Junior High Science & Math Teachers 

Friday, February 6, 2015 

10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

Grade Level Workshops 

Pre-K & 1st Grade Teachers 

Friday, February 27, 2015 

9:30 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
Admin Team 
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Heartland Christian Schools is governed by the Central Board made up of one representative from each member school. 

The Central Board members are listed on the chart below with the Executive Board members indicated in the shaded area.    

School Name Term Rep. Type Rep. Name School Location 

Hills 2013-

2016 

Administrator Myrna Haak Hills, Minnesota 

Edgerton 2013-

2016 

Teacher Karen Vanden Akker Edgerton, Minnesota 

Hollandale 2013-

2016 

Board Member Lisa Vos Hollandale, Minnesota 

CMCS 2013-

2016 

Administrator Larry Van Otterloo Prinsburg, Minnesota 

Kanawha 2013-

2016 

Teacher Jeff Smidt Kanawha, Iowa 

Sheldon 2013-

2016 

Board Member Jack Schreurs Sheldon, Iowa 

Inwood 2013-

2016 

Administrator Arlyn Schaap Inwood, Iowa 

Doon 2013-

2016 

Teacher Carla Walhof Doon, Iowa 

Rock Valley 2013-

2016 

Board Member Nate Van Kley Rock Valley, Iowa 

Chandler 2012-

2015 

Board Member Loren Vander Woude Chandler, Minnesota 

Sanborn 2012-

2015 

Teacher Sue Gonnerman Sanborn, Iowa 

Unity 2012-

2015 

Administrator Wayne Dykstra Orange City, Iowa 

Sioux Center 2012-

2015 

Teacher Sarah Stoub Sioux Center, Iowa 

Ireton 2012-

2015 

Board Member Benjy Weida Ireton, Iowa 

Dakota 2012-

2015 

Administrator Donald Mitchell Corsica, South Dakota 

Volga 2012-

2015 

Administrator Bonni Boschee Volga, South Dakota 

Hull 2014-

2017 

Administrator Randy Ten Pas Hull, Iowa 

Western 2014-

2017 

Teacher Karen Christians Hull, Iowa 

Orange City 2014-

2017 

Board Member  Orange City, Iowa 

Mitchell 2014-

2017 

Administrator Gary Cookson Mitchell, South Dakota 

Southwest 2014-

2017 

Board Member Wendel Buys Edgerton, Minnesota 

Sutton 2014-

2017 

Teacher Dave Kauk Sutton, Nebraska 

Sioux Falls 2014-

2017 

Teacher Lori Miedema Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Worthington 2014-

2017 

Board Member Michael Mulder Worthington, Minnesota 
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What’s on Display? 
 

 

Check out the book display in the John & 

Louise Hulst Library! 

Display will include the 

latest in literature with books for 

multiple age levels. 

 

 

 

CSI will have representatives available 

throughout the convention.  Stop by and 

take a look at what’s new! 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to leading a variety of 

sessions, CLC will have resources and 

representatives available throughout 

the convention.   Talk with a 

representative and find out how CLC is 

enhancing lives! 

 

 

 

IS YOUR SCHOOL LOOKING FOR A NEW 

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY THAT WILL SAVE 

YOU PRECIOUS TIME AND GIVE YOU AN 

ONGOING REVENUE STREAM?  

Welcome to BuyItForward.com  
Buy it Forward.com is a new web based marketplace, 

dedicated to utilizing the “crowd power” of your 

supporters to raise money for your school. 

BuyitForward.com has created a high traffic website 

where your supporters can sell new and used items, and 

have the proceeds of the sale go to support your school.  

It’s easy for your school to get started. Just go to 

www.buyitforward.com and click on  

“Sign-up Your Non-Profit Organization”, fill out the online 

form and you’re done!  

It is absolutely free to sign up and free to list items in 

support of your school! 

 

Here’s how it works: 

1. Your supporters log into  

www.buyitforward.com and click on “Donate an Item” 

2. They enter the information about the  

item, choose your school from the list of organizations and they 

are done. 

3. WHEN YOUR ITEM SELLS, THE MONEY GOES TO YOUR SCHOOL!  

 

Go to www.buyitforward.com, email 

info@buyitforward.com or visit your 

buyitforward rep at the convention 

for more information. 
*BuyItForward charges a flat $7 fee per sales transaction 

 

Science and Technology Center tours Thursday, October 2, 12:00 p.m. and 

12:30 p.m.; Friday, October 3, 7:45 a.m.  Meet in the main lobby of the Science 

and Technology Center for guided tours given by members of the Dordt 

science & engineering departments. 

 

http://www.buyitforward.com/
mailto:info@buyitforward.com
http://clcnetwork.org/
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Al will be presenting on the subject of grace and discipline Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m., in the 

Science and Technology Center, room #1606 (previously S101).   His book can be found on display in 

the Campus Center and can be purchased at the Dordt College Book Store at a discounted price 

during the convention. 
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Guest Speaker:  

Gary Schmidt 
 

 

 

Gary teaches in the English Department at Calvin 

College, reveling in courses on early British literature, 

children’s literature, the writing of fiction, and the literature 

of 19th Century New England. In his collection of over forty 

books, nearly half are for young readers, and those have 

garnered him two Newbery Honors, a Printz Honors, a 

National Book Award finalist position and the Children’s 

Choice Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keynote: 

10:00 a.m. Thursday, October 2 

Story as Revealing 

One way to think of story is that it 

helps us to recognize ourselves in 

the world.  In this sense, story 

reveals our deepest selves--and 

certainly this is the form of story that 

Jesus used in his parables.  In this 

usage, story clarifies.  This keynote 

will explore that role of story, 

particularly thinking about story for 

young readers. 

 

 

 

Keynote: 

11:00 a.m. Friday, October 3 

Story as Complicating 

While stories can reveal much 

about the world, they can also 

complicate our understanding of 

the world.  Thus, what might have 

seemed simple and one-

dimensional can be instead multi-

dimensional and hardly simple at 

all.  Story promises that one plus 

one does not always equal two.  

During this keynote we will look at 

the way that story presents 

divergent options to meaning. 

 

 

 

 

More from Gary: 

8:30 a.m. Friday, October 3 

Writing the Novel for Middle Grade 

Readers 

Using his novels, Lizzie Bright and 

the Buckminster Boy, The 

Wednesday Wars, and What Came 

from the Stars, Schmidt will talk 

about the process of writing a 

novel for middle grade writers, 

moving from conception through 

publication in this session 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 139:1-6 “O Lord, you have searched me and you know me.  You know when I sit and when I 

rise: you perceive my thoughts from a far.  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are 

familiar with all my ways.  Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O Lord.  You hem 

me in – behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for 

me, too lofty for me to attain.” 
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Thursday, October 2 

Who Am I? Based on Psalm 139: 1-6 

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 216 

Session 1:  Data-Based Decision Making  
This session will focus on how to turn classroom information into data that can be used to make 

decisions that will impact students.  We will review which kinds of data can be used fo find averages, 

how to calculate rate of progress and how to compare student progress to peers. 

 

Libby Van Bruggen, Occupational Therapist, Northwest Area Education Agency, Sioux Center, IA 

lvanbruggen@nwaea.org 

Elizabeth (Libby) Van Bruggen has her B.A. in psychology from Dordt College and an M.S. in Occupational Therapy from the 

University of South Dakota. Libby has been employed with Northwest Area Education Agency for the past 5 years serving 

school districts in Northwest Iowa. She addresses sensory and fine motor needs in the school setting. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Inclusive Ed, Resource, TAG, General   

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1606 

Session 2:  Designing 21st Century Classrooms for Active Learning  
Join us in an active-learning classroom to discuss small- and large-scale classroom changes that can 

foster active learning. We'll share our experiences with designing, budgeting for, and teaching in 

active learning classrooms. Instead of settling on one-size-fits-all solutions, we'll focus on the kinds of 

questions that can help guide good classroom design and teaching choices. 
 

David Mulder, Instructor of Education, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

david.mulder@dordt.edu 

Teaching for the past 15 years, Dave Mulder has experience working with students at every level, from kindergarten through 

graduate school. He currently teaches courses in educational foundations, elementary science methods, and middle 

school curriculum and instruction. Dave calls himself a social media junkie, and is pursuing a doctorate in educational 

technology. 
Ryan Zonnefeld, Associate Professor of Education, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

ryan.zonnefeld@dordt.edu 

Ryan co-teaches the elementary/middle school math methods course at Dordt College, and also taught a similar course at 

Northwestern College (IA) for three years.  He served Christian schools for nine years, most recently as principal/teacher at 

Hull Christian School from 2001-2006.  Ryan received his B.A. from Dordt, his M.A. from the University of South Dakota, and his 

Ph.D. in Education from Iowa State University. 

Leah Zuidema, Associate Provost; Dean for Curriculum & Instruction, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

leah.zuidema@dordt.edu 

Previously Leah was a high school English teacher at Byron Center High School in Michigan.  In recent years, Leah's work 

with student teachers and in college administration has given her the privilege of observing teachers and their students 

across grade levels (preschool through college) and in many different learning environments.  Shaping spaces and 

instruction in tandem is an ongoing interest of hers and has had two publications related to this topic: “Scenes from a 

Crowded Classroom: Teaching Theatrical Blocking in English Language Arts” and “Technology Downgrade: Adapting 

Tomorrow’s Classroom to Fit Today’s Schools.” Leah earned her Ph.D. from Michigan State University. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Technology, General   

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (60 Minutes)   Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1144 

Session 3:  Devotions:  Is the Answer Just Blowin' in the Wind?  
How can devotions with students be a meaningful time where they will seek God because His Spirit is 

in their hearts? How might devotions be related to Pentecost? How can devotions connect with what 

is being taught in the classroom?  This session will explore the answers to these and other questions 

with ideas for devotions being shared. 
  

mailto:david.mulder@dordt.edu
mailto:ryan.zonnefeld@dordt.edu
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Brenda Nugteren, 4th Grade Teacher, Pella Christian Grade School, Pella, IA 

nugterenb@pellachristian.net 

Brenda is in her 23rd year of full-time teaching and has taught grades 1-4 at Pella Christian Grade School and Newton 

Christian School.  Other experiences include reading aide, special education aide, and substitute teacher.  Brenda 

received her B.A. in Elementary Education from Dordt College and has completed some post graduate work through Drake 

University and Dordt College. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Bible  

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Campus Center, Room 318/319 

Session 4:  Differentiation, Technology, and Literacy! Oh My!  
Attendees of this session will be introduced to the role technology has on student achievement in the 

literacy classroom, as well as some research-based effective ways to integrate technology in the 

literacy classroom. Attendees will leave the session with simple ways to begin incorporating 

technology and differentiated instruction with technology in the literacy classroom. 
 

Laura Joustra, 3rd Grade Teacher, Curriculum Coordinator, Central MN Christian School, Prinsburg, MN 

lauraj@cmcschool.org 

Previous experience for Laura includes teaching 4th & 5th grade at Central Minnesota Christian School.  She received her 

B.A. in Elementary Education in 2009 from Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI, with area of concentration in history and 

language arts and her M.A. in K-12 Education in 2014 from Bethel University, St. Paul, MN, with area of concentration in 

technology.  Her thesis topic was, "How to Differentiate Instruction using Technology in the Literacy Classroom." 

Elementary (2-5) - Language Arts & Reading, Technology  

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m.  (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 2602 

Session 5:  Integrating Grammar and Writing  
Do your students have difficulty integrating grammar and spelling concepts into their writing? In this 

session, we will review strategies and activities that can be incorporated into lessons to help students 

better understand and connect grammar with writing. 
 

Lisa Mouw, 6th Grade Teacher, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

lmouw@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Currently in her 6th year teaching at Sioux Center Christian School, Lisa has taught a variety of grade levels.  She has 

enjoyed focusing on language arts over the past 3 years.  Lisa is working on her Masters in Education at Dordt College in the 

area of Curriculum and Instruction and is scheduled to graduate in May 2015. 

Middle School (5-8) - Language Arts & Reading  

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2246 

Session 6:  Making STEM the Root of Learning  
What happens when science, technology, engineering, and math are at the center of an 

integrated, thematic approach to learning? This session will cover innovative approaches to STEM 

education, ready-to-use STEM resources, and a new way of viewing STEM as the root of learning. 
 

Andrew Vanden Heuvel, Consultant, Christian Schools International (CSI), Grand Rapids, MI 

avheuv@gmail.com 

A graduate of Calvin College and South Christian High School, Andrew explores a wide range of interests related to 

science, technology, and online learning. He experiments with innovative approaches to education in an ongoing effort to 

make school more engaging.  He is a Michigan Online Teacher of the Year, a Google Glass explorer, and a habitual user of 

the words “awesome,” “sweet,” and “crazy.” 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Science, Technology, Math  
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Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1316 

Session 7:  Student Leadership Development  
What does it take to create students interested and willing to assume leadership at your school?  

How can you develop the capacity for students to take on leadership roles and responsibilities?  This 

session will share content from leadership retreats, provide examples from Pella Christian's student 

council activities calendar and explore how to operate StuCo meetings. 
 

Brad Engbers, Activities Director, Pella Christian Schools, Pella, IA 

engbersb@pceagles.org 

After receiving his B.A. in Physical Education from Dordt College in 1989, Brad taught PE and Health at Whitinsville Christian in 

Massachusetts for 3 years.  Eearning his M.A. in School Counseling at the University of South Dakota in 1994, Brad moved to 

Chicago serving as a Guidance Counselor, Psychology teacher, and head varsity girls basketball coach at Chicago 

Christian for 16 years. In 2010, Brad became the Activities Director at Pella Christian High. 

Dan Van Kooten, Guidance Counselor, Pella Christian Schools, Pella, IA 

vankootend@pceagles.org 

Dan has taught at Pella Christian for 18 years after stints in domestic and international missions with his family. He works with 

a committed but changing staff at PCHS that undertook several new initiatives the past few years. Dan has worked with 

student leadership at Pella Christian for most of his time at PC and says that developing student leaders is rewarding, but it 

gets harder and harder to recover from all night school parties! 

Upper (6-12) - General  

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (75 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2247 

Session 8:  101 Preschool Tidbits  
Whether you are a new or a seasoned teacher, this session will provide some useful tidbits for the Pre-

K teacher!  Come ready to share your tidbits, because 101 tidbits are not enough! 
 

Judy Friend, Preschool Teacher, DeMotte Christian School, DeMotte, IN 

jfriend@dmchr.org 

Judy graduated from Illinois State University with a B.S. in Early Childhood Education and has collected an assortment of 

lesson plans and ideas focused on young children and their interests. 

Primary (Prek-K) - General  

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m.  (75 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1641 

Session 9:  Behavior Management Techniques for Classroom Teachers and 

Paraprofessionals  
Whether you are a classroom teacher, paraprofessional or special educator - behavior management 

is an area where we often want more ideas to try.  Nothing is worse than having your behavior 

management toolbox empty when you need it the most - in the middle of a student crisis!  This 

presentation is packed with at least 50 ideas related to general behavior mangement principles that 

you can bring back to the classroom the very next day and implement with the students you serve. 
 

Barb Newman, School and Church Consultant, Christian Learning Center (CLC), Wyoming, MI 

bnewman@clcnetwork.org 

Previous experience for Barbara includes Special Educator at Zeeland Christian School.  She earned her B.A. from Calvin 

College in Elementary Education with a Cognitive Impairment endorsement and her M.A. in Early Childhood with the area 

of concentration in Autism Spectrum Disorder from Grand Valley State University.  She is an author and has been a national 

speaker at educational and church conferences.  Recent publications include Nuts and Bolts of Inclusive Education, 

Helping Kids Include Kids with Disabilities, Autism and Your Church, Body Building Devotion Book and soon to be released 

Accessible Gospel, Inclusive Worship. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  
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Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (75 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1148 

Session 10:  Christian Schools - Are we Fulfilling our Mission?  
During this panel discussion we will be reviewing findings of student worldview effectiveness of 

Christian School attendees.  As a follow up to those findings there will be opportunity to ask Christian 

School graduates questions regarding their experience with the effectiveness of the Christian School. 
 

Paul Bootsma, Principal, Southwest Christian High School, Edgerton, MN 

swch@iw.net 

Paul has been principal at Southwest Christian High School in Edgerton, MN, for 13 years.  He is also an adjunct professor for 

Dordt College.  Previously, Paul taught 7th-12th English at Terra Ceia Christain School in Terra Ceia, NC.  He has a Master's 

degree in School Administration and is pursuring his Doctorate in Educational Leadership through the University of St. 

Thomas. 

Rachel Bootsma, Educator, Edgerton Christian Schools, Edgerton, MN 

prbootsma@hotmail.com 

Rachel graduated from Dordt with an Elementary Education degree and also received her M.A. in curriculum and 

instruction from Dordt as well.  Through various experiences and through a quantitative and qualitative study for her master's 

thesis, Rachel researched Christian education's impact on worldview and found it interesting information to share. 

Panel Members: Variety of Christian School Graduates 
School Leaders, General (Al l Grade Levels)  - General  

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (75 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 2808  

Session 11:  Collaborate and Create with Google Tools  
"Google Apps for Education" encompasses a large number of tools that support collaboration and 

real-time learning!  These tools will transform the way that you envision group work and manage 

student assignments. Through the use of one account, students and teachers unlock access to 

numerous online activities that will encourage collaboration and creativity! 
 

Kristin Mulder, Technology Integration Director, Sioux Falls Christian Schools, Sioux Falls, SD 

kmulder@sfchristian.org 

Kristin is in her twenty-first year in education with positions in the elementary and middle school classrooms, area colleges 

and technical schools, and currently as the Technology Integration Director at Sioux Falls Christian Schools. This summer 

Kristin became a "Google Certified Educator" and now leads workshops and sessions to help others see the benefits of using 

Google's educational tools. She has presented at and attended various conferences, including a Google Summit in 

Phoenix, AZ.  Kristin received her B.A. in Elementary Education from Sioux Falls College and her M.A. in Education with an 

emphasis in Technology Leadership from the University of Sioux Falls. 

Upper (6-12) - Technology  

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (75 Minutes)  De Witt Gymnasium 

Session 12:  Defender Pride!  
For those who follow Dordt athletics or spend time working with athletes, Dordt College men's 

basketball team will be conducting an open practice.  Handouts will be distributed to those in 

attendance and players and coaches will be on hand to visit and answer questions following the 

session.  Feel free to come and go as your convention schedule allows! 
 

Ross Douma, Men's Basketball Coach, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

ross.douma@dordt.edu 

Ross is the head coach for the Dordt College men’s basketball team and was named 2012 GPAC Coach of the Year. 

Entering his 5th year at the helm for the Defenders, Ross was a former high school teacher and administrator. Ross holds a 

Master’s degree from Governor’s State University in Illinois. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Athletics  
  

mailto:prbootsma@hotmail.com
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Who Am I? Based on Psalm 139: 1-6 

“Story track” – this session follows the theme of the convention.  Everyone is encouraged to attend at least one “story 

track”. 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (75 Minutes)  B.J. Haan Auditorium, Music Bldg, Room 29  

Session 13:  Music as Story  
Music is an incredibly powerful medium. It has the ability to tell and to influence our stories in ways 

that communicate on a deeper level than words.  This session gives attendees the opportunity to 

share how music has influenced a life story.  Included in this session will also be a discussion time 

sharing ways that music can be incorporated into education through more ways than music class, 

band and choir.  Come ready to participate! 
 

Nathan Walter, College Student (Junior), Dordt College, Norfolk, NE 

nthnwltr@dordt.edu 

Music has always been a part of Nathan's life.  He has played piano for 14 years, released his first solo piano album at age 

15, and now is a music minor at Dordt and the leader of Dordt's traveling worship team.   

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Music, General   

 

Thursday, October 2, 11:00 a.m. (75 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1303 

Session 14:  Rekindling the Fire of Passion for Christian Education  
In this session, we will rediscover the benefits of teaching in a Christian school and will challenge 

Christian educators to incorporate the Christian worldview into their daily classroom routines.  

Suggestions and examples will be given. 
 

Nicki Kuiper, Middle School Teacher and Curriculum Coordinator, Orange City Christian School, Orange City, IA 

nkuiper@occhristian.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Nicki's experience includes teaching and administration in Redlands and Ontario, CA, Mineapolis, MN, and Changsha, 

Hunan, China. She worked as a Family Teacher at Boys Town in Omaha, Nebraska, and teaches a Bible Methods class at 

Dordt College. In addition to teaching math at Orange City Christian Middle School, Nicki is the Curriculum Coordinator for 

the Heartland Area Christian Schools working with several Christian Schools in NW Iowa. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (75 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2247 

Session 15:  “Oh Taste and See that the Lord is Good!” Awakening your 

Preschoolers’ Senses at Bible Time.  
Preschoolers learn through their senses.  Come, see, do, & learn ways to help your students learn 

about God's word using their senses.  From creation to the life of Jesus, you will learn to “taste and 

see that the LORD is good!” 
 

Judy Friend, Preschool Teacher, DeMotte Christian School, DeMotte, IN 

jfriend@dmchr.org 

Judy graduated from Illinois State University with a B.S. in Early Childhood Education and has collected an assortment of 

lesson plans and ideas, focused on young children and their interests. 

Primary (Prek-K) - Bible  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (75 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 2625 

Session 16:  Christian Reflections on Becoming Native to a Place - Opportunities 

for Teachers, Students, and Communities  
Many of us live in places we are just beginning to get to know.  This talk will explore the benefits of 

knowing a place well enough (geology, climate, cultural history, ecology, biology) that we can 
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begin to see it as God does.  The implications for student learning are significant and intriguing, and 

will be explored together. 

Robb De Haan, Professor of Biology and Environental Studies, Curator of Dordt’s Prairie, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

robert.dehaan@dordt.edu 

Over the past 15 years Robb has led prairie restoration efforts in his yard, at Dordt College, on community roadsides, and on 

Wetland Reserve Program land in Minnesota in addition to teaching Ecology and Field Biology, Agroecology, and 

Restoration Ecology courses at Dordt College.  He received his B.A. in Agribusiness from Dordt College in 1985, his M.S. in 

Agronomy in 1992 and his Ph.D. in Plant Genetics and Ecology from the University of Minnesota.  Robb also served as an 

associate missionary with Christian Reformed World Missions in Nigeria, West Africa, from 1986 to 1989 and as the Director of 

the Dordt College Agriculture Stewardship  Center from 1997 to 2003.  He has been the Chair of the Environmental Studies 

Department from 2003 to the present. 

Upper (6-12) - Science, Bible, History  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (75 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 2808  

Session 17:  Collaborate and Create with Google Tools  
"Google Apps for Education" encompasses a large number of tools that support collaboration and 

real-time learning!  These tools will transform the way that you envision group work and manage 

student assignments. Through the use of one account, students and teachers unlock access to 

numerous online activities that will encourage collaboration and creativity! 
 

Kristin Mulder, Technology Integration Director, Sioux Falls Christian Schools, Sioux Falls, SD 

kmulder@sfchristian.org 

Kristin is in her twenty-first year in education with positions in the elementary and middle school classrooms, area colleges 

and technical schools, and currently as the Technology Integration Director at Sioux Falls Christian Schools. This summer 

Kristin became a "Google Certified Educator" and now leads workshops and sessions to help others see the benefits of using 

Google's educational tools. She has presented at and attended various conferences, including a Google Summit in 

Phoenix, AZ.  Kristin received her B.A. in Elementary Education from Sioux Falls College and her M.A. in Education with an 

emphasis in Technology Leadership from the University of Sioux Falls. 

Upper (6-12) - Technology  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (75 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2248 

Session 18:  Common Core and Secondary English  
The session gives background into the development of the Common Core standards, reviews the 

current climate in the country and suggests reasons for this.  During this session we will also speculate 

about where difficulties might arise. 
 

Bill Elgersma, Professor of English, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

bill.elgersma@dordt.edu 

Bill taught high school English for 13 years and currently teaches both writing and literature as well as secondary education 

courses. Bill's Doctorate is in Secondary Education and the research for his dissertation is centered on the skills, attitudes, and 

perceptions of at-risk and developmental writers. 

High School (9-12) - Language Arts & Reading  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (75 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1143 

Session 19:  Elementary School Chapel Survival Guide  
Are you in charge of chapel at your school?  Does your class need to put something together for 

chapel?  If so, this session is for you!  We will be talking about ideas for chapel plans and also sharing 

resources and how SCCS has used a school-wide theme and drama troupe in recent years.  Bring 

ideas to share! 
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Josh Bowar, Assistant Principal, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

jbowar@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Before becoming the Assistant Principal at Sioux Center Christian School, Josh's classroom experiences included teaching at 

the elementary, middle school, high school, college, and adult level.  Josh is also involved in leading a summer drama 

camp through Sioux Center Arts and Recreation Council, directing Acting Up (SCCS's drama troupe) and leading and 

directing SCCS's spring play.  Other experiences include owning and operating a small consulting business. Josh received his 

B.A. and M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction and his M.A. in Educational Leadership from Dordt College. 

Jill Friend, Orchestra/Music Teacher, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

jfriend@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Jill teaches music and orchestra at Sioux Center Christian School.  She previously taught strings and vocal music in Ogden, 

Iowa, and Ames, Iowa, and was the Worship Director at Trinity CRC in Ames and Covenant CRC in Sioux Center. She is a 

graduate of Dordt College. 

Autumn Den Boer, 7th and 8th grade Language Arts/Literature Teacher, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

adenboer@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Autumn has been the junior high drama production director and Drama Troupe co-director at Sioux Center Christian for two 

years. She is passionate about engaging students and enabling them to set and meet high expectations in drama and in 

the classroom.   

All Elem (Prek-8) - Art/Drama, General  

 

Who Am I? Based on Psalm 139: 1-6 

“Story track” – this session follows the theme of the convention.  Everyone is encouraged to attend at least one “story 

track”. 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1641 

Session 20:  Lao Girl, White World  
What is it like to be the one minority in a class of thirty students? How are we dealing with cultural 

differences in Christian schools? To help us think about these and related questions, Sy Nonginthirath 

Schaap will reflect on fifteen years as a minority student in various levels of Christian education. 
 

Howard Schaap, Assistant Professor of English, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

hschaap@dordt.edu 

Previously a high school English teacher at Southwest Minnesota Christian for 10 years, Howard now teaches in the English 

department at Dordt College including classes such as Calling, Task, and Culture and Ethnic American Literature.  Howard 

came to love the study of literature and writing because he feels it intensifies life.  "Putting words with experiences makes 

sense of those experiences, heightens them. Reading stories and poems--especially those recounting experiences different 

from your own--can crack open the dry, old shell of your life and allow you to grow into something new."  Howard received 

his B.A. from Bethel College in Literature and Writing in 1998, his M.A. in English Literature from South Dakota State in 2008 

and his M.F.A. from Seattle Pacific in Creative Writing in August of 2014. 

Keodouansy "Sy" Schaap, Physical Therapist, Sanford Medical Center, Worthington, MN  

keodouangsy@yahoo.com  

Sy came to Edgerton, MN, at age 6 as a refugee from Laos.  She graduated from Edgerton Christian Elementary School, 

and Southwest Minnesota Christian High School. She attended Dordt College for two years before transferring to the 

University of Minnesota where she completed a B.S. in Physical Therapy. She has worked at Sanford Medical Center 

Worthington for 17 years as a therapist, serving as manager of the Rehab Department for 6 years. She has served on the 

board of Edgerton Christian Elementary School and as a representative for the Southwest Initiative Foundation. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Social Issues, General   

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (75 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2241 

Session 21:  Solar Cars:  Putting it all Together  
Come play with us!!  This session will demonstrate and explain how to use a solar car unit in a physical 

science class.  Applications will extend as young as 6th grade and as advanced as 12th grade.  If 

time allows we will be playing with the materials and putting some cars together.  Handouts, links and 

examples will be provided. 
  

mailto:keodouangsy@yahoo.com
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Kim Karhoff, High School Science Teacher, Mitchell Christian School, Mitchell, SD 

kim.karhoff@mitchellchristianschool.com 

Kim graduated from Dordt with a degree in Biology, Secondary Education and later with a M.A. in Curriculum and 

Instruction. Previously Kim was an administrator at Ebenezer Christian School in Ellsworth, Michigan, a homeschool mom for 6 

years, a middle school teacher at Sheldon Christian School for 7 years, an adjunct professor of Elementary and Secondary 

Science Methods at Dordt College for 4 years and a high school science teacher at Kalamazoo Christian High School in 

Kalamazoo, Michigan. Kim is also the Robotics Coach at Mitchell Christian School. 

Upper (6-12) - Science  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (75 Minutes)  Campus Center, Room 318/319 

Session 22:  Techie Trends - Good & Cheap 
Let's explore what's new in the "techie world" AND what is being used successfully in classroom 

instruction.  Technology is exploding with many new apps and programs.  Hundreds of great 

educational apps are being created on a regular basis and investigating them all is near to 

impossible.  Find out what is being used successfully by others and are either free or low cost.  Come 

away with ideas to take back to your classroom and school that can be used the very next day. 
 

Becci Zwiers, Consultant, Christian Learning Center (CLC), Wyoming, MI 

bzwiers@clcnetwork.org 

Currently Becci teaches online courses for CLC.  She is a trainer/consultant in Moodle, creating blended lessons and 

teaching online.  Becci received her B.A. from Calvin College in 1993 in Elementary Education Teaching with a certificate 

for grades K-9 in Language Arts & Social Studies, her M.A. from Grand Valley State University in 1999 in Gifted and Talented 

education and has an online Teaching Mastery Certification from Michigan Virtual University. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Technology  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:00 p.m. (75 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1604 

Session 23:  Why Questions are the Answer: Forming Effective Essential Questions  
Christian schools struggle at times with articulating the connectedness of God’s creation in their 

curriculum. Come and hear why essential questions are a promising way to express faith-learning 

integration. Explore helpful criteria for developing effective essential questions, discuss examples of 

effective essential questions, and consider how these questions are vital to student assessment and 

measuring the mission of your school. 
 

Dan Beerens, Independent Consultant  

danbeerens@gmail.com 

Dan is an educational consultant in K‐12 Christian education whose mission is to strengthen Christian day school education. 

He is an author, international speaker, and educational leader and presently serves also as Senior Fellow at CACE (Center 

for the Advancement of Christian Education). Before starting DB Consulting in May 2010, he served as Vice President of 

Learning Services and Director of Instructional Improvement at Christian Schools International (CSI) from 2006 to 2010 and 

with Holland Christian Schools from 1993 to 2006. He has made multiple presentations on teacher evaluation and 

professional growth, curriculum design, school improvement, technology integration, faith integrated learning, and student 

faith development at regional, national and international conferences. He is the author of Evaluating Teachers for 

Professional Growth: Creating a Culture of Motivation and Learning published by Corwin Press in January 2000, and of the 

Nurturing Faith blog for CSI from 2007 – 2104. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:15 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1148 

Session 24:  Comparing New and Traditional Math Strategies  
This session will compare traditional math approaches with the new strategies that have been 

implemented at Inwood Christian in their math curriculum.  Math strategies to reinforce skills and 

challenge your students will be presented. 
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Sheri Vander Veen, 3rd-4th Grade Classroom, Head Teacher, Inwood Christian School, Inwood, IA 

inwoodchrstf@alliancecom.net 

Sheri's teaching career began at Inwood Christian School the fall of 1981 after graduating from Northwestern College.  She 

taught 5th and 6th grade for one year, then switched to 3rd and 4th grade where she is still teaching today!  Four years ago 

the role as Head Teacher was added to her list of responsibilities.  Many changes in education have occurred during this 

time, but Sheri loves teaching and enjoys the challenges it brings! 

Most Elementary (K-5) - Math  
 

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:15 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1305 

Session 25:  Engaging Students in Financial & Economic Literacy with FREE 

Resources 
Come explore opportunities to engage your 3rd-12th grade students in hands-on financial and 

economic materials that meet Iowa's content requirements.  This session will introduce you to the 

Dordt College Center for Economic Education, the services available and FREE resources available 

to teachers. 
 

Art Attema, Assistant Professor of Business Education, Dordt College Center for Economic Education, Sioux Center, IA 

art.attema@dordt.edu 

Prior to his teaching career at Dordt College, Art gained experience from being involved in the US Navy for 4 years, 

teaching at Ripon Christian High School for 4 years and teaching at Faith Christian High School for 3 years. Art also serves as 

the Chair and Internship Director of the Business and Accounting Department. 

Ed Starkenburg, Professor of Education, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

ed.starkenburg@dordt.edu 

Previous experience for Ed includes Professor of Education at Northwestern College and 3rd and 4th grade teacher at 

Orange City Christian and Inwood Christian.  He received his BA from Dordt College in Elementary Education, his M.E. from 

University of Sioux Falls in Education and his ED.D. from University of Northern Iowa in Curriculum and Instruction.  Ed serves on 

the leadership team of the Dordt College Center for Economic Education and also serves Sioux Center Christian School and 

the Dordt Education Department as the college coordinator for the professional development school program. 

Erica Vonk, Center for Economic Education Director, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

erica.vonk@dordt.edu 

Erica joined Dordt College in 2009 and serves as the Director of the Dordt College Center for Economic Education, Business 

Department Assistant, and Adjunct Professor. She has a MBA from the University of South Dakota and undergraduate 

degree in Business Education from Northwestern College. Prior to Dordt College, Erica taught high school business, 

technology, economics, and sociology courses for nine years. Erica has a passion for student development in economics, 

personal finance, and leadership. 

Elem - High School (3-12) - Social Studies, General   

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:15 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Campus Center, Room 317 

Session 26:  Expanding the Reach of Your Classroom  
Whether you are interested in flipping your classroom, providing remedial help, or looking for a new 

way to make plans for a substitute, this session is for you.  This session explores different apps and 

websites that can help students learn even when you are not there. 
 

Jason Noble, Spanish Teacher, Pella Christian High School, Pella, IA 

noblej@pceagles.org 

In addition to teaching spanish, Jason is a technology coach/tech committee member at Pella Christian High.  He has 

presented at various professional conferences on technology in education.  Previous experience includes Spanish/ESL 

Teacher at Ogden High School in Ogden, IA.  He received his Masters of Education from Liberty University in 2007.  Jason has 

also served in the past as President of the Iowa Chapter of the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese 

and as a central states representative of the Iowa World Language Association. 

Upper (6-12) - Technology, General   
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Thursday, October 2, 1:15 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Campus Center, Library, Room 267 (TRC) 

Session 27: Game Time: Choosing Apps and Games that Align to the Common 

Core State Standards for Mathematics  
With the plethora of apps and games available online, what makes a game good? We will examine 

a framework for selecting the best apps and games, and share our top choices aligned to the 

Common Core.  All apps will be presented on iPads. 
 

Ryan Zonnefeld, Associate Professor of Education, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

ryan.zonnefeld@dordt.edu 

Ryan co-teaches the elementary/middle school math methods course at Dordt College, and also taught a similar course at 

Northwestern College (IA) for three years.  He served Christian schools for nine years, most recently as principal/teacher at 

Hull Christian School from 2001-2006.  Ryan received his B.A. from Dordt, his M.A. from the University of South Dakota, and his 

Ph.D. in Education from Iowa State University. 

Valorie Zonnefeld, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

valorie.zonnefeld@dordt.edu 

Valorie has taught and coached in middle school and high school. She is passionate about pedagogy and strives to create 

a subject-centered classroom.  Valorie is completing an Ed.D. in Curriculum and Instruction. Her dissertation topic is the 

impact of mindset training on attitudes and achievements of statistics students. 

Elementary & Middle (2-8) - Math  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:15 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 2602 

Session 28:  Integrating Grammar and Writing 
Do your students have difficulty integrating grammar and spelling concepts into their writing? In this 

session, we will review strategies and activities that can be incorporated into lessons to help students 

better understand and connect grammar with writing. 
 

Lisa Mouw, 6th Grade Teacher, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

lmouw@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Currently in her 6th year teaching at Sioux Center Christian School, Lisa has taught a variety of grade levels.  She has 

enjoyed focusing on language arts over the past 3 years.  Lisa is working on her Masters in Education at Dordt College in the 

area of Curriculum and Instruction and is scheduled to graduate in May 2015. 

Middle School (5-8) - Language Arts & Reading  

 

Thursday, October 2, 1:15 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1606 

Session 29:  Strategies for Success in the Classroom  
This session will give ideas to meet diverse learners' needs with a focus on sensory strategies for 

success in the classroom.  You will leave this session with materials to lead your class through whole 

group sensory activities that help promote better focus, transitions, and positive learning behaviors.  

Due to popular demand - this session is repeated from last year! 
 

Libby Van Bruggen, Occupational Therapist, Northwest Area Education Agency, Sioux Center, IA 

lvanbruggen@nwaea.org 

Elizabeth (Libby) has her B.A. in psychology from Dordt College and an M.S. in Occupational Therapy from the University of 

South Dakota. Libby has been employed with Northwest Area Education Agency for the past 5 years serving school districts 

in Northwest Iowa. She addresses sensory and fine motor needs in the school setting. 

Primary & Elementary (PreK-6) - Inclusive Ed, Resource, TAG, General   

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1641 

Session 30:  Anxiety and Depression in the Middle & High School Classroom  
Some adolescents have reasons to be anxious or depressed, and we as educators must come to 

understand that these students can be particularly impacted by mental health problems in many 

mailto:ryan.zonnefeld@dordt.edu
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ways.  Anxiety and depression may look like distractibility, defiance, avoidance or even chronic 

physical illness.  In this session you will learn to identify the anxious or depressed adolescent, gain an 

appreciation for the impact that unrecognized anxiety or depression has on your students, and 

finally, what to do about it.  One goal of this session is to both enhance awareness and to help 

develop usable strategies to address the behavioral, emotional, academic, and social needs of 

these vulnerable students. 
 

Sherri Rozema, School Psychologist, Christian Learning Center (CLC), Wyoming, MI 

srozema@clcnetwork.org 

Sherri earned her B.A. in Psychology from Calvin College in 1981, her M.A. from Central Michigan University in 1984, her Psy.S. 

from Central Michigan University in 1984 and her Ph.D. from Central Michigan University in 2003.  

Upper (6-12) - General  

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2246 

Session 31:  Creating Course Content in Moodle  
Do you want to move your existing curriculum into Moodle so students have access 24/7? Do you 

want to create excellent online learning materials for students? If so, then this session is for you. 

Moodle is a free software e-learning platform or learning management system (LMS).  This session will 

provide a feel for Moodle and for online learning tools. 
 

Andrew Vanden Heuvel, Consultant, Christian Schools International (CSI), Grand Rapids, MI 

avheuv@gmail.com 

A graduate of Calvin College and South Christian High School, Andrew explores a wide range of interests related to 

science, technology, and online learning. He experiments with innovative approaches to education, in an ongoing effort to 

make school more engaging.  He is a Michigan Online Teacher of the Year, a Google Glass explorer, and a habitual user of 

the words “awesome,” “sweet,” and “crazy.” 

Upper (6-12) - Technology, General   

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1604 

Session 32:  Distinctively Christian Units and Lessons: Mission Possible?  
As Christian Schools we have strongly worded mission statements, but how does that translate into 

distinctively Christian units, lesson plans, and assessments? How can we build strong bridges from 

philosophy to practice? We will discuss effective curriculum design and a new integration tool that 

can help us to articulate faith-learning connections. 
 

Dan Beerens, Independent Consultant  

danbeerens@gmail.com 

Dan is an educational consultant in K‐12 Christian education whose mission is to strengthen Christian day school education. 

He is an author, international speaker, and educational leader and presently serves also as Senior Fellow at CACE (Center 

for the Advancement of Christian Education). Before starting DB Consulting in May 2010, he served as Vice President of 

Learning Services and Director of Instructional Improvement at Christian Schools International (CSI) from 2006 to 2010 and 

with Holland Christian Schools from 1993 to 2006. He has made multiple presentations on teacher evaluation and 

professional growth, curriculum design, school improvement, technology integration, faith integrated learning, and student 

faith development at regional, national and international conferences. He is the author of Evaluating Teachers for 

Professional Growth: Creating a Culture of Motivation and Learning, published by Corwin Press in January 2000, and of the 

Nurturing Faith blog for CSI from 2007 – 2104. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  
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Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Campus Center, Library, Room 267 (TRC) 

Session 33:  Game Time: Choosing Apps and Games that Align to the Common 

Core State Standards for Mathematics  
With the plethora of apps and games available online, what makes a game good? We will examine 

a framework for selecting the best apps and games, and share our top choices aligned to the 

Common Core.  All apps will be presented on iPads. 
 

Ryan Zonnefeld, Associate Professor of Education, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

ryan.zonnefeld@dordt.edu 

Ryan co-teaches the elementary/middle school math methods course at Dordt College, and also taught a similar course at 

Northwestern College (IA) for three years.  He served Christian schools for nine years, most recently as principal/teacher at 

Hull Christian School from 2001-2006.  Ryan received his B.A. from Dordt, his M.A. from the University of South Dakota, and his 

Ph.D. in Education from Iowa State University. 

Valorie Zonnefeld, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

valorie.zonnefeld@dordt.edu 

Valorie has taught and coached in middle school and high school. She is passionate about pedagogy and strives to create 

a subject-centered classroom.  Valorie is completing an Ed.D. in Curriculum and Instruction. Her dissertation topic is the 

impact of mindset training on attitudes and achievements of statistics students. 

Elementary & Middle (2-8) - Math  

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2260 

Session 34:  Handwriting Without Tears Curriculum Ideas  
During this session you will learn how you can start your school year with Handwriting Without Tears 

using a variety of engaging, hands-on activities including technology.  Please take along any ideas 

that could be shared. 
 

Beth Bleeker, Kindergarten Teacher, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

bbleeker@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Beth has taught Kindergarten for seven years and completed her M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction in 2012.   

Megan Haan, Kindergarten Teacher, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

mhaan@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Before coming to Sioux Center, Megan was a Kindergarten Teacher at KinderCare Learning Center in Chicago for 3 years.  

She has a B.A. in Elementary Education with a Reading Endorsement and after attending a conference on Handwriting 

Without Tears has been working on the curriculum for 4 years.  Megan is currently working on her Masters of Education 

degree through Dordt College. 

Tammy Nieuwsma, Kindergarten Teacher, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

tnieuwsma@siouxcenterchristian.com 

Tammy has 13 years experience with Head Start Preschool and has used Handing Writing Without Tears curriculum for the 

past 10 years in preschool and in her current position.   

Libby Van Bruggen, Occupational Therapist, Northwest Area Education Agency, Sioux Center, IA 

lvanbruggen@nwaea.org 

Elizabeth (Libby) has her B.A. in psychology from Dordt College and an M.S. in Occupational Therapy from the University of 

South Dakota. Libby has been employed with Northwest Area Education Agency for the past 5 years serving school districts 

in Northwest Iowa. She addresses sensory and fine motor needs in the school setting. 

Primary (Prek-K) - Language Arts & Reading  

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2241 

Session 35:  High School Science Sharing Session  
This sharing session is for high school science teachers and is extended to middle school science 

teachers as well.  Attendees should bring a couple of lessons, websites, projects, or field trips to share.  

Technology in the science classroom will also be discussed. 
  

mailto:ryan.zonnefeld@dordt.edu
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Shawn De Stigter, Aysia Haveman - High School Science, Western Christian High School, Hull, IA 

Upper (6-12) - Science  
 

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1316 

Session 36:  Hope is the Thing with Feathers: Poetry and Journaling as a Response 

to Young Adult Literature  
In this session, the Elizabeth will share creative ways to use poetry, double entry journals, and mentor 

texts in response to the novels of Gary Schmidt and other authors who write for young adults.  

Additionally, Elizabeth will give book talks on novels that she has used successfully as whole class 

novel studies and for literature circles. 
 

Elizabeth Oosterheert, 7th and 8th Grade Language Arts & Theatre Teacher, Pella Christian Grade School, Pella, IA 

oosterheerte@pellachristian.net 

In the past Elizabeth taught middle school language arts and directed theatre in Christian schools in Coopersville and 

Traverse City, Michigan.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts in English and Secondary Education from Grand Valley State University 

and a Master of Education in Curricular Design & Instruction from Calvin College.  Since obtaining her Masters' degree, 

Elizabeth has completed numerous independent studies in adolescent literature.  Previously she presented on the subject of 

adolescent literature at the Iowa Reading Conference. 

Middle School (5-8) - Language Arts & Reading  

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1603 

Session 37:  Inclusive Education Best Practices: 10 Practical Keys to Welcoming 

Each One into Your Classroom  
As schools move toward creating more inclusive environments, educators need a blue print. Discover 

a comprehensive framework that enables administrators, teachers, and para-staff to build an 

effective school-wide approach when including students with moderate special education needs. 

Topics include: Scripture basis, preparation, goals, roles, collaboration, cooperative learning, peer 

support (circle of friends), academic intervention, and use of technology. 
 

Barb Newman, School and Church Consultant, Christian Learning Center (CLC), Wyoming, MI 

bnewman@clcnetwork.org 

Previous experience for Barbara includes Special Educator at Zeeland Christian School.  She earned her B.A. from Calvin 

College in Elementary Education with a Cognitive Impairment endorsement and her M.A. in Early Childhood with the area 

of concentration in Autism Spectrum Disorder from Grand Valley State University.  She is an author and has been a national 

speaker at educational and church conferences.  Recent publications include Nuts and Bolts of Inclusive Education, 

Helping Kids Include Kids with Disabilities, Autism and Your Church, Body Building Devotion Book and soon to be released 

Accessible Gospel, Inclusive Worship. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Inclusive Ed, Resource, TAG, General   

 

Who Am I? Based on Psalm 139: 1-6 

“Story track” – this session follows the theme of the convention.  Everyone is encouraged to attend at least one “story 

track”. 

 Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1606 

Session 38: Losing Ourselves in a Bigger Story  
Much is made of the importance of finding or living a significant story. However, in an ever 

increasingly individualistic culture, our truest freedom will come when we teach our students that 

discipleship isn't found in living a bigger story, but rather, getting lost in the Grand Narrative. We are 

not the protagonist even in our own story. Christ is. 
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Aaron Baart, Dean of Chapel, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

aaron.baart@dordt.edu 

Aaron helps provide spiritual direction and leadership on Dordt's campus through oversight of Campus Ministries, teaching 

in the Theology Department, and serving in the Andreas Center.  He and his wife, Nikki, are also highly involved in 

community redevelopment and church planting in Liberia via a small non-profit they co-founded in 2007 named, One Body 

One Hope. Last year, Aaron co-authored with Syd Hielema a new textbook called Vivid: Deepening Your Colors for CORE 

100, the freshmen introductory class to discipleship and the reformational distinctives of Dordt. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Bible, General   

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1148 

Session 39:  Math Talk K-2 
Do you feel like you are doing all the talking?  Do you feel like you are answering your own questions?  

This session will focus on ways to give your students a mathematical voice by facilitating kid-centered 

discussions around mathematics.  Strategies to build a classroom where students engage with each 

other about mathematical strategies will also be introduced. 
 

Megan Kooima, 7th-8th Grade Teacher, Ireton Christian School, Ireton, IA 

megan.kooima@iretonchristianschool.com 

Previous experience for Megan includes teaching 2nd grade in Minneapolis, MN, and teaching 1st Grade in Lincoln, NE.  

She earned her B.A. from Bethel University and her M.A. with a Reading Endorsement K-12 & Classroom Instruction, her 

Administration License and her Math Specialist Degree all from the University of Nebraska.  While serving in Lincoln, 

Nebraska, Megan lead professional development for implementation of a new math curriculum for all first grade teachers 

in Lincoln Public Schools. 

Foundational (K-2) - Math  

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1303 

Session 40:  Multiple Intelligences in the Bible Classroom  
In this session, teachers will learn a variety of activities to use in the Bible classroom.  We will use 

multiple intelligences as the scaffolding for this presentation.  Come prepared to participate! 
 

Nicki Kuiper, Middle School Teacher and Curriculum Coordinator, Orange City Christian School, Orange City, IA 

nkuiper@occhristian.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Nicki's experience includes teaching and administration in Redlands and Ontario, CA, Mineapolis, MN, and Changsha, 

Hunan, China. She worked as a Family Teacher at Boys Town in Omaha, Nebraska, and teaches a Bible Methods class at 

Dordt College. In addition to teaching math at Orange City Christian Middle School, Nicki is the Curriculum Coordinator for 

the Heartland Area Christian Schools working with several Christian Schools in NW Iowa. 

Elementary & Middle (2-8) - Bible  

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  B.J. Haan Auditorium, Music Bldg, Room 29  

Session 41:  Music MOVES me!  
This session will be filled with activities and ideas to get kids moving in music class showing form and 

expression of music through movement.  Come ready to participate, share, and dance! 
 

Kimberly Miller, Vocal Specialist TK-4th Grade, Sioux Center Community School, Sioux Center, IA 

kim.miller@sioux-center.k12.ia.us 

Holding a K-12 B.A. degree with endorsements in K-12 Vocal and Instrumental Music, Kimberly previously taught 5-8 Choir, 5-

8 band, and general music in various NW Iowa schools.  Other experiences include directing the Siouxland Boys Choir from 

2009-2012 and teaching private music lessons.  Kimberly enjoys many areas of the music world including Orff workshops,  
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IMEA conferences, and spending time researching and attending workshops under Dr. John Feierabend (considered one of 

the leading authorities on music and movement development).  Future goals for Kimberly includes pursuing certification in 

Orff and Kodaly. 

Most Elementary (K-5) - Music  

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1144 

Session 42: Read to the Moon and Beyond!  
In this session, a group of talented teachers will take you on a journey in reading assessment and 

literacy implementation process for reading success. 
 

Linse Lundberg, 5th/6th Grade Teacher, Volga Christian School, Volga, SD 

Linse.Lundberg@k12.sd.us 

Linse graduated with a B.S.Ed. in Elementary Education from Northern State University with a minor in Early Childhood 

Education.  Previous experience includes teaching a multiple grade classroom in Volga, SD, as well as experience as an 

Education Assistant in a self contained special education classroom. 

All Elem (K-8) - Language Arts & Reading  
 

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1302 

Session 43:  Tech Tools and Techniques in Art  
This session will explore several art and design projects that feature technology in real-world ways. 
 

Joe Hoksbergen, Art Teacher, Pella Christian Schools, Pella, IA 

hoksbergenj@pceagles.org 

Joe has taught graphic design since 2009 and has added teaching 3D printing more recently.  He also works as a muralist 

and illustrator.  Receiving his B.A. in Art History and Studio Art from Dordt College, Joe is currently working toward his M.A. in 

Art Education from the University of Nebraska. 

Upper (6-12) - Art, Technology  

 

Thursday, October 2, 2:30 p.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2248 

Session 44: The Cross and Your Tongue: A Biblical Basis for Studying a Foreign 

Language 
Because we are called to love God, love your neighbor and  to take care of creation, we are given 

reason to expand learning into other cultures and languages.  In this session we will discuss these 

reasons and deepen your appreciation for the depth of language in our lives. 
 

Sam Gesch, Spanish and Art Teacher, Alpha Omega Academy, Rock Rapids, IA 

sgesch@aoacademy.com 

Sam received his B.A. in Spanish from Dordt College and his M.A. in Linguistics and English Literature from Iowa State 

University.  Sam taught Spanish at Contra Costa Christian School, Sheboygan County Christian High School and Valley 

Christian School.  Spending his junior high and high school years growing up in Peru, South America, Sam learned his Spanish 

there.   Sam's interest in language and linguistics continues as he dabbles both in school and out of school in bits and pieces 

in 11 other languages.   

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Foreign Language  
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Friday, October 3 
Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 2247 

Session 45:  101 Preschool Tidbits  
Whether you are a new or a seasoned teacher, this session will provide some useful tidbits for the Pre-

K teacher!  Come ready to share your tidbits, because 101 tidbits are not enough! 
 

Judy Friend, Preschool Teacher, DeMotte Christian School, DeMotte, IN 

jfriend@dmchr.org 

Judy graduated from Illinois State University with a B.S. in Early Childhood Education and has collected an assortment of 

lesson plans and ideas focused on young children and their interests. 

Primary (Prek-K) - General  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Campus Center, Room 318/319 

Session 46:  Academically Talented Programming: Is Your School Ready?  
This presentation will explore what it means to have some academically talented supports within your 

school.  We will explore options in creating curriculum for academically talented students, gain some 

insight as to what classroom teachers can do to enhance their lessons and leave with a blueprint for 

future planning.  Create some buzz with your families whose children have a gift of cognition assuring 

that your faculty can go "wider, deeper, longer, faster," with your curriculum. 
 

Becci Zwiers, Consultant, Christian Learning Center (CLC), Wyoming, MI 

bzwiers@clcnetwork.org 

Currently Becci teaches online courses for CLC.  She is a trainer/consultant in Moodle, creating blended lessons and 

teaching online.  Becci received her B.A. from Calvin College in 1993 in Elementary Education Teaching with a certificate 

for grades K-9 in Language Arts & Social Studies, her M.A. from Grand Valley State University in 1999 in Gifted and Talented 

Education and has an online Teaching Mastery Certification from Michigan Virtual University. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - TAG, General  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1641 

Session 47:  Anxiety and Depression in the Elementary Classroom  
Sometimes adults find it hard to imagine that children have reasons to be anxious or depressed - but 

they do!  We must come to understand that children can be particularly impacted by these mental 

health problems in their "workplace" - which is the classroom.  Childhood anxiety and depression may 

look like distractibility, defiance, avoidance or even chronic physical illness.  In this session you will 

learn to identify the anxious or depressed child, gain an appreciation for the impact that 

unrecognized anxiety or depression has on a child, and finally, what to do about it.  Our goal is to 

both enhance awareness and to help develop usable strategies to address the behavioral, 

emotional, academic, and social needs of these vulnerable students. 
 

Sherri Rozema, School Psychologist, Christian Learning Center, Wyoming, MI 

srozema@clcnetwork.org 

Sherri earned her B.A. in Psychology from Calvin College in 1981, her M.A. from Central Michigan University in 1984, her Psy.S. 

from Central Michigan University in 1984 and her Ph.D. from Central Michigan University in 2003. 

Most Elementary (K-5) - General  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1309 

Session 48:  Biblical Worldview Integration and Science Education  
Science educators who want to become more intentional in how they incorporate a biblical 

worldview into their science curriculum while maintaining compliance with national science 
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standards will benefit from this session.   Teaching strategies and information provided in this session 

are a part of a new science resource currently in development by Christian Schools International. 

Susan Koppendrayer, Middle School Science and Bible Teacher, Calvin Christian School, Minneapolis, MN 

skdrayer@calvinchristian.org 

In addition to teaching middle schoolers at Calvin Christian in Minneapolis, Susan is an independent consultant for Christian 

Schools International (CSI).  She provides resources, training and consulting on the Next Generation Science Standards and 

implementation of the upcoming science curriculum resource, "And It Was Good: Teaching Science from a Christian 

Worldview."  Other roles include Science Expert at CSI and Honeywell Space Science Educator.  Previous experiences 

include administrator at Calvin College and Vice Principal at Immanuel Christian School and Durham Christian High School.  

She has a Master's Degree in Education from Michigan State University and completed her post graduate science 

education course work at the University of Minnesota. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Science  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1144 

Session 49: Devotions:  Is the Answer Just Blowin' in the Wind? 
How can devotions with students be a meaningful time where they will seek God because His Spirit is 

in their hearts? How might devotions be related to Pentecost? How can devotions connect with what 

is being taught in the classroom?   This session will explore the answers to these and other questions 

with ideas for devotions being shared. 
 

Brenda Nugteren, 4th Grade Teacher, Pella Christian Grade School, Pella, IA 

nugterenb@pellachristian.net 

Brenda is in her 23rd year of full-time teaching and has taught grades 1-4 at Pella Christian Grade School and Newton 

Christian School.   Other experiences include reading aide, special education aide, and substitute teacher.  Brenda 

received her B.A. in Elementary Education from Dordt College and has completed some post graduate work through Drake 

University and Dordt College. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Bible  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1604 

Session 50:  Distinctively Christian Units and Lessons: Mission Possible?  
As Christian schools we have strongly worded mission statements, but how does that translate into 

distinctively Christian units, lesson plans, and assessments? How can we build strong bridges from 

philosophy to practice? We will discuss effective curriculum design and a new integration tool that 

can help us to articulate faith-learning connections. 
 

Dan Beerens, Independent Consultant 

danbeerens@gmail.com 

Dan is an educational consultant in K‐12 Christian education whose mission is to strengthen Christian day school education. 

He is an author, international speaker, and educational leader and presently serves also as Senior Fellow at CACE (Center 

for the Advancement of Christian Education). Before starting DB Consulting in May 2010, he served as Vice President of 

Learning Services and Director of Instructional Improvement at Christian Schools International (CSI) from 2006 to 2010 and 

with Holland Christian Schools from 1993 to 2006. He has made multiple presentations on teacher evaluation and 

professional growth, curriculum design, school improvement, technology integration, faith integrated learning, and student 

faith development at regional, national and international conferences. He is the author of Evaluating Teachers for 

Professional Growth: Creating a Culture of Motivation and Learning published by Corwin Press in January 2000, and of the 

Nurturing Faith blog for CSI from 2007 – 2104. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1148 

Session 51:  Eight Ways Small Town/Rural Schools Can Improve The World  
This session focuses on Biblical themes that highlight God's gift of serving Him in a small town/rural 

setting.  From that flow eight specific ways we improve God's world.  The discussion centers on how 



Page | 24 

small town/rural life provides specific strengths that support the Christian educational enterprise with 

special energy that impacts lives in remarkable ways. 
 

Jack Gray, "Retired" Pastor, Pastors Serving Rural Churches, Sioux Falls, SD 

jmwigray@sio.midco.net 

Pastor Gray is a retired pastor living in Sioux Falls, SD.  His father was a university professor and his mother a teacher with a 

Masters degree who taught in both Christian and public schools ranging from large city schools to one-room country 

schools.  In retirement he and his wife have served several small town and rural churches as an interim pastoral couple.  For 

the last ten years he has convened a group of pastors who seek to serve small town and rural churches effectively. 

School Leaders, General  - General  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1606 

Session 52:  Grace and Discipline  
Forgiven...Set free!  What a wonderful gift; but what does grace do to discipline? Does it counteract 

the correction students need, or can grace actually make our discipline more effective? 
 

Alan Bandstra, 6th Grade Teacher, Sioux Center Christian School, Sioux Center, IA 

abandstra@siouxcenterchristian.com 

After receiving his B.A. and M.A. from Dordt College, Alan (Al) quickly became interested in classroom climate and 

discipline.  Over the past 15 years, Al has written articles and presented on the topic in seminars and workshops.  Currently in 

the process of publication, Beyond Control: Heart-Centered Classroom Climate and Discipline, is a book Al has written on 

the subject. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Campus Center, Room 106 (Terrace Room) 

Session 53:  Planning For Adequate Retirement Income  
In this session the amount of retirement income provided by the CSI Pension Plan and Social Security 

will be demonstrated. Time will also be spent discussing the benefits and features of the CSI Pension 

Plan as well as what must be considered in planning for adequate retirement income. 
 

Howard Van Mersbergen, VP of Employee Benefits, Christian Schools International (CSI), Grand Rapids, MI 

hvanmersbergen@csionline.org 

Howard is a graduate of Dordt College and is also a Certified Investment Management Analyst and Certified Employee 

Benefit Specialist. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  B.J. Haan Auditorium, Music Bldg, Room 29  

Session 54:  Round Table Discussion - Instrumental Music  
This session provides opportunites for instrumental music directors to share challenges, ideas and 

sources of information.  Participants are invited to come with information to share or are welcome to 

just come to listen and glean. 
 

Lyle Van Ravenswaay, Instrumental Music, Western Christian High School, Hull, IA 

Lyle.VanRavenswaay@WesternChristianHS.com 

Lyle graduated from Dordt College and has had 22 years of experience teaching instrumental music. 

Upper (5-12) - Music  

 

Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 2603 

Session 55:  Student Led Worship/Chapel  
In this session, we will discuss the cultural dynamics of chapel and student led worship.  How do we 

resource and train students to create a dynamic and participative approach to corporate worship?  
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We will also take a brief look at the hot topics of emotion, entertainment and tradition and how they 

have affected the way our students view worship. 

Jonathan De Groot, Campus Ministries Coordinator, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

jon.degroot@dordt.edu 

Jonathan started at Dordt in 2011, working in campus ministries after serving for almost a decade in worship ministry at The 

Crossing (RCA church) in Sioux Falls. During that time he collaborated with several other local churches in worship team 

development and implementation. He graduated from North Central University with a B.A. in Pastoral Studies. 

Upper (6-12) - Bible, Music, Social Issues  

 

Who Am I? Based on Psalm 139: 1-6 

“Story track” – this session follows the theme of the convention.  Everyone is encouraged to attend at least one “story 

track”. 

 Friday, October 3, 8:30 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1143 

Session 56:  Writing the Novel for Middle Grade Readers  
Using his novels, Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy, The Wednesday Wars, and What Came from 

the Stars, Schmidt will talk about the process of writing a novel for middle grade writers, moving from 

conception through publication. 
 

Gary Schmidt, Professor of English, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI 

schg@calvin.edu 

Gary teaches in the English Department of Calvin College, reveling in courses on early British literature, children’s literature, 

the writing of fiction, and the literature of 19th-century New England.  He is also the author of numerous books for middle 

grade and young adult readers.  He received his M.A. and Ph.D. at the University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana. 

Elem - High School (2-12) - Language Arts & Reading, General   

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1637 

Session 57:  A World In Motion  
When God set the world in motion, it stayed in motion. Not just revolving, but vibrating with energy. 

Waves of light hit our eyes, waves of sound hit our ears, waves of earth move beneath our feet.  This is 

a hands on workshop with literature connections and is aimed at late elementary, but the 

knowledge and activities apply from Kindergarten to college. 
 

Nancy Van Beek, Independent Consultant,  

vanbeek.nancy@gmail.com 

Science has been a big part of Nancy's life including such assignments as a Science Education Manager at the Washington 

Pavilion of Arts and Science, contributing author for the 2000 edition of Christian Schools International's Earth textbook and a 

science and art presenter for various schools through SW/WC Service Cooperative.  She received her Masters of Science 

Education at the University of Iowa and taught middle school at Inwood Christian School. 

Elementary (2-5) - Science  

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1605 

Session 58:  After School Programs  
This session will focus on two big concepts in instructional strategies: after school programs and 

collaborative teaching. 
 

Dana Broers, Academic Support, Unity Christian High School, Orange City, IA 

dbroers@unity.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Dana served 11 years at Sioux Center Christian School teaching social studies and language arts, and one year as 1st grade 

teacher at Sheldon Christian.  Currently in her 3rd year as the Academic support teacher at Unity, she is working on 

completing her instructional strategist license at Morningside College. 

Upper (6-12) - Inclusive Ed, Resource, TAG  
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Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1606 

Session 59:  Behavior Management Techniques for Classroom Teachers and 

Paraprofessionals  
Whether you are a classroom teacher, paraprofessional or special educator - behavior management 

is an area where we often want more ideas to try.  Nothing is worse than having your behavior 

management toolbox empty when you need it the most - in the middle of a student crisis!  This 

presentation is packed with at least 50 ideas related to general behavior mangement principles that 

you can bring back to the classroom the very next day and implement with the students you serve. 
 

Barb Newman, School and Church Consultant, Christian Learning Center, Wyoming, MI 

bnewman@clcnetwork.org 

Previous experience for Barbara includes Special Educator at Zeeland Christian School.  She earned her B.A. from Calvin 

College in Elementary Education with a Cognitive Impairment endorsement and her M.A. in Early Childhood with the area 

of concentration in Autism Spectrum Disorder from Grand Valley State University.  She is an author and has been a national 

speaker at educational and church conferences.  Recent publications include Nuts and Bolts of Inclusive Education, 

Helping Kids Include Kids with Disabilities, Autism and Your Church, Body Building Devotion Book and soon to be released 

Accessible Gospel, Inclusive Worship. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1309 

Session 60:  Biblical Worldview Integration and Science Education  
Science educators who want to become more intentional in how they incorporate a biblical 

worldview into their science curriculum while maintaining compliance with national science 

standards will benefit from this session.   Teaching strategies and information provided in this session 

are a part of a new science resource currently in development by Christian Schools International. 
 

Susan Koppendrayer, Middle School Science and Bible Teacher, Calvin Christian School, Minneapolis, MN 

skdrayer@calvinchristian.org 

In addition to teaching middle schoolers at Calvin Christian in Minneapolis, Susan is an independent consultant for Christian 

Schools International (CSI).  She provides resources, training and consulting on the Next Generation Science Standards and 

implementation of the upcoming science curriculum resource, And It Was Good: Teaching Science from a Christian 

Worldview.  Other roles include Science Expert at CSI and Honeywell Space Science Educator.  Previous experiences 

include administrator at Calvin College, Vice Principal at Immanuel Christian School and Durham Christian High School.  She 

has a Master's Degree in Education from Michigan State University and completed her post graduate science education 

course work at the University of Minnesota. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Science  

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Campus Center, Room 318/319 

Session 61:  Blended and Flipped Learning - What's the Buzz All About?  
Spend some time exploring the boundaries of the "flipped classroom" with emphasis on how to 

create blended learning as an enhancer.  Ever since Khan Academy made the headlines a few 

years back, educators everywhere have wanted to know what this "flipping" is all about.  The basics 

of this presentation will cover what flipped learning is and isn't, discuss the benefits of flipping for all 

types of learners, and provide examples of flipped lessons.  We will also explore the different 

platforms used for flipping, different tools needed to succeed and the best practices associated with 

the topic.  Come and find out why this newly created teaching idea is sweeping our nation with 

great results for both students and teachers alike! 
 

Becci Zwiers, Consultant, Christian Learning Center (CLC), Wyoming, MI 

bzwiers@clcnetwork.org 

Currently Becci teaches online courses for CLC.  She is a trainer/consultant in Moodle, creating blended lessons and 

teaching online.  Becci received her B.A. from Calvin College in 1993 in Elementary Education Teaching with a certificate 
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for grades K-9 in Language Arts & Social Studies, her M.A. from Grand Valley State University in 1999 in Gifted and Talented 

education and has an on-line Teaching Mastery Certification from Michigan Virtual University. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Technology  

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1144 

Session 62:  Differentiation, Technology, and Literacy! Oh My!  
Attendees of this session will be introduced to the role technology has on student achievement in the 

literacy classroom, as well as some research-based effective ways to integrate technology in the 

literacy classroom. Attendees will leave the session with simple ways to begin incorporating 

technology and differentiated instruction with technology in the literacy classroom. 
 

Laura Joustra, 3rd Grade Teacher, Curriculum Coordinator, Central MN Christian School, Prinsburg, MN 

lauraj@cmcschool.org 

Previous experience for Laura includes teaching 4th & 5th grade at Central Minnesota Christian School.  She received her 

B.A. in Elementary Education in 2009 from Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI, with area of concentration in history and 

language arts and her M.A. in K-12 Education in 2014 from Bethel University, St. Paul, MN, with area of concentration in 

technology.  Her thesis topic was, "How to Differentiate Instruction using Technology in the Literacy Classroom." 

Elementary (2-5) - Language Arts & Reading, Technology  

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1316 

Session 63:  Hope is the Thing with Feathers: Poetry and Journaling as a Response 

to Young Adult Literature  
In this session, Elizabeth will share creative ways to use poetry, double entry journals, and mentor texts 

in response to the novels of Gary Schmidt and other authors who write for young adults.  Additionally, 

Elizabeth will give book talks on novels that she has used successfully as whole class novel studies and 

for literature circles. 
 

Elizabeth Oosterheert, 7th and 8th Grade Language Arts & Theatre Teacher, Pella Christian Grade School, Pella, IA 

oosterheerte@pellachristian.net 

In the past Elizabeth taught middle school language arts and directed theatre in Christian schools in Coopersville and 

Traverse City, Michigan.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts in English and Secondary Education from Grand Valley State University 

and a Master of Education in Curricular Design & Instruction from Calvin College.  Since obtaining her Masters' degree, 

Elizabeth has completed numerous independent studies in adolescent literature.  Previously she presented on the subject of 

adolescent literature at the Iowa Reading Conference. 

Middle School (5-8) - Language Arts & Reading  

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 213 

Session 64:  Round Table Discussion for World Language Teachers  
Want to gather Christian worldview incorporation ideas, technology ideas and cultural resources?  

Come join this discussion and network with other world language colleagues.   Be ready to share your 

ideas and gain many more. 
 

Jason Noble, Spanish Teacher, Pella Christian High School, Pella, IA 

noblej@pceagles.org 

In addition to teaching spanish, Jason is a technology coach/tech committee member at Pella Christian High.  He has 

presented at various professional conferences on technology in education.  Previous experience includes Spanish/ESL 

Teacher at Ogden High School in Ogden, IA.  He received his Masters of Education from Liberty University in 2007.  Jason has 

also served in the past as President of the Iowa Chapter of the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese 

and as a central states representative of the Iowa World Language Association. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Foreign Language  
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Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1320 

Session 65:  Service Learning  
College and high school service learning is blossoming today, however, there are far fewer service 

learning programs in elementary and middle schools. With greater demands for higher standards in 

academics, athletics, and other areas, service learning tends to fall to the background in many 

Christian Schools today. How can we reach out in Christian love to those around us, following the 

command of Micah 6:8? 
 

Phyllis Van Gelder, 5th Grade Classroom Teacher, Orange City Christian School, Orange City, IA 

pvangelder@occhristian.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Phyllis previously taught second grade in British Columbia through SCSBC and earned an Early Childhood Endorsement 

through Northwestern College. Other experiences include teaching preschool-aged children and working in Special 

Education with both adults and children. Phyllis holds a Master's of Education Degree from Dordt College. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - General  

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1641  

Session 66:  The Nature of Athletics in Christian Schools  
"Sport seduces the teeming 'global village'; it is the new opiate of the masses; it is one of the great 

modern experiences. Sport is a mirror. That reflection is sometimes bright, sometimes dark, sometimes 

distorted, sometimes magnified. This metaphorical mirror is a source of mass exhilaration and 

depression, security and insecurity, pride and humiliation, bonding and alienation.  The story of 

modern sport is the story of the modern world." (J. A. Mangan and Boria Majumdar).  Is it also the story 

of the modern Christian school sport programs? Is the mirror metaphor one we like to look into? Join a 

panel group of athletic directors, coaches, parents, and administrators as we discuss the role sport 

plays in our schools.  Bring your questions, critiques, and ideas on how Christian schools can continue 

to renew sport in society. 
 

Timothy Van Soelen, Professor of Education, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 

timothy.vansoelen@dordt.edu 

Tim is the department chair for the graduate and undergraduate education programs at Dordt College. He teaches 

courses in educational leadership, research methods, and philosophy of education. Prior to coming to Dordt, Tim was a 

principal in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Redlands, California. 

Panel Members: Glenn Bouma, Director of Athletics, Dordt College; Bill Harmsen, Assistant Principal and Girls 

Basketball and Golf Coach, Western Christian High School; Mark Kauk, Physics Teacher and Cross Country/Track & Field 

Coach, Unity Christian High School; Lexi Oudman, HS Social Studies and Bible Teacher, Sioux Falls Christian Schools; 

Jeremy Van Neiwenhuizen, High School Principal, Sioux Falls Christian Schools; Earl Woudstra, Athletic Director, 

Northwestern College 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Athletics, General  

 

Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Ribbens Academic Complex, Room 1302 

Session 67:  Using Technology to Visualize Math Concepts  
This session will explore virtual manipulatives, graphing software, and other free resources that can be 

used to enhance student understanding of math concepts. 
 

Jill Pulkrabek, Math Teacher, Alpha Omega Academy, Rock Rapids, IA 

jpulkrabek@aoacademy.com 

Jill graduated from the University of Minnesota-Morris and is licensed to teach 5-12 grade mathematics.  She has 9 years of 

experience teaching junior high and high school math in traditional and virtual learning environments. 

Upper (5-12) - Math  
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Friday, October 3, 9:45 a.m. (60 Minutes)  Science and Technology Center, Room 1603  

Session 68:  What's Your Lens? Looking Biblically at Culture  
Examining both the Old and New Testaments during this session we will look at culture in terms of 

Biblical history and mandate. Ideas for teaching and engaging students on this topic will also be 

presented. Research and cross-cultural experiences as a missionary kid will provide insights 

throughout the session. 
 

Sam Gesch, Spanish and Art Teacher, Alpha Omega Academy, Rock Rapids, IA 

sgesch@aoacademy.com 

Sam earned his B.A. in Spanish from Dordt College and his M.A. in Linguistics and English Literature from Iowa State 

University.  He was a Spanish teacher at Contra Costa Christian School, Sheboygan County Christian High School and Valley 

Christian School.  Sam was a missionary kid and spent time growing up in the Peruvian Amazon.  There he learned about 

other cultures by listening to missionary presentations, conversations, and from personal experience.  Since returning to the 

States Sam has maintained interest in other cultures through continual research and conversations.  Currently Sam is 

involved with Lakota culture through native friends and works hard at maintaining contact with friends of different cultures 

around the world. 

General (All  Grade Levels)  - Bible, Social Studies, Social Issues, Foreign Language   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to many people who helped make this convention possible! 

 
 Joe Hoksbergen and the art students at Pella Christian High for cover design ideas 

 Sophmore Brandan Vande Kamp from Pella Christian High for the front cover design 

 Reuben Sinnema, Lonny Ackerman and Clint Roozenboom for leading the Praise and 

Worship time 

 Members of the Convention Planning Committee for their hard work and dedication   

 Gifted presenters willing to share their time and talent 

 Dordt staff from Computer Services, Technical Services, Campus Events, 

Maintenance, Copy Center and Dordt Dining for their hard work behind the scenes 
  



Page | 30 

 
This book can be found on display in the Campus Center and can be purchased at the Dordt 

College Book Store at a discounted price during the convention! 
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BOOKSTORE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dordt College Bookstore 
Storewide Sale 

Items purchased during the convention will receive a 20% discount! 
(Some Exclusions May Apply) 

Receive an extra 10% off already clearanced items 
Bookstore hours:  Thursday 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM and Friday 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM. 

 

 



Page | 32 

  

Convention 2015 
Thursday and Friday, October 1&2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Featuring Guest Speaker: 

Donovan Graham 
 

Donovan Graham began his professional career as a secondary school teacher and counselor in Estes Park, CO. While in 
graduate school God came after him and he surrendered to the claims that Jesus Christ had on his life. From that point 
on he has searched, examined, taught, and written about what it means to be a “Christian” educator, in any context. His 
books—Teaching Redemptively: Bringing Grace and Truth into Your Classroom, and Making a Difference: Christian 
Educators in Public Schools—are meant to challenge teachers to examine their deepest beliefs as Christians and then 
determine how those beliefs should actually shape what they do in their work.  

After 32 years of serving as a professor, dean, and chaplain at Covenant College in Lookout Mtn., GA, God asked him to 
move to Ireland to give care to missionaries in Europe and Africa for World Harvest Mission. After six years of providing 
spiritual nurture and care for weary missionaries he turned his focus back to educators and now directs the Center for 
Teacher Renewal where he tries to provide the same kind of nurture and care for weary educators as well as provide 
encouragement to those who want to become “redemptive” educators. 
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Convention Notes: 
 


