CRT and Me
Christian Teaching and the Politics of Race

https://www.urban.org/racial-equity-analytics-lab/structural-racism-explainer-collection/causes-and-consequences-separate-and-unequal-neighborhoods

Something I didn’t
learn in school:
Why do “ghettos”
often exist along
racial lines in US
cities?

• Redlining: a government-sanctioned process created
racialized neighborhoods in American cities
• https://www.redliningindsm.com/the-map
Background sources:
• Segregated by Design
• McWhorter, “What’s Missing from the Conversation about Systemic Racism”

Source: https://www.redliningindsm.com/

The Racial
Wealth Gap

Questions

• What did you not learn about race and history in
school?
• What do you teach related to race?

Key
Questions

• How is the CRT debate affecting how and
what we teach about race?
• What is CRT? What isn’t CRT?
• What does the Iowa law say?
• How can Reformed philosophy and
theology help us see issues surrounding
race more clearly?

Definitions:
CRT

• Critical Race Theory: a legal and academic
framework to study inequalities (e.g., disparity of
pregnancy-related deaths) and look for structural
reasons (in policy, governance, etc.) that give rise
to those inequalities
• A tool to investigate structures, institutions
• Rejects colorblindness (‘I don’t see color…’)
and the idea that laws are neutral (“laws
sustain racial hierarchies”)
• Wants to elevate the stories of people who
experience racism—not an isolated
experience but common
• Critiques meritocracy
Fortin, Jacy. “Critical Race Theory: A Brief History.” NY Times 8 Nov 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/article/what-is-critical-race-theory.html
Lieu, Jeff. “Critical Race Theory, Campus Culture, and Reformed Theology.” Mere Orthodoxy 27 June 2022.
https://mereorthodoxy.com/critical-race-theory-campus-culture-and-reformed-theology/

“Brown vs.
Board of
Education and
the
Interest-Conver
gence Dilemma”

“I contend that the decision in Brown to break with the
Court’s long-held position on these issues cannot be
understood without some consideration of the
decision’s value to whites, not simply those concerned
about the immorality of racial inequality, but also those
whites in policymaking positions able to see the
economic and political advances at home and abroad.”
• Bell assesses the political dynamics that were behind
the Brown vs. Board of Education (1954) decision in
order to assess the continued problems with actually
desegregating schools.
--Derrick Bell, Jr. (1980)

CRT Expands

• “Racial inequality, CRT argued, is embedded
within the complex systems and
interconnected structures of society. In other
words, “racism” is deeper and more pervasive
than isolated instances of racial strife between
individuals.”
• “…the critical tools of CRT have been
employed in a wide range of academic ﬁelds,
including but not limited to educational,
literary, historical, public policy, and now
theological studies.”
• “Concrete, praxis-oriented scholar-activism is,
for critical race theorists, a matter of course.”
Liou, Jeff. “Critical Race Theory, Campus Culture, and Reformed Theology.” Mere Orthodoxy 27
June 2022.
https://mereorthodoxy.com/critical-race-theory-campus-culture-and-reformed-theology/

CRT: Critique

• Tim Keller: “Postmodern Power” Theory of
Justice
• Binary: divides all of society into
oppressed and oppressor
• Power is the only thing there is
• No means for cultural judgment
• Eliminates personal responsibility
• CRT-specific critiques
• Elevates individual stories over academic
rigor
• Racist—blames whites for the past
• Teaches guilt, self-hatred
Keller, Tim. “A Biblical Critique of Secular Justice and Critical Theory.”
https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/a-biblical-critique-of-secular-justice-and-critical-theory/

• https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=8
9&ba=HF%20802
• What it does not do:
This section shall not be construed to do any of the
following;

The Iowa Law

• a. Prevent an agency, governmental entity, or
governmental subdivision from promoting racial,
cultural, ethnic, or intellectual diversity or
inclusiveness, provided such efforts are consistent
with the provisions of this section.
• d. Prohibit the use of curriculum that teaches the
topics of sexism, slavery, racial oppression, racial
segregation, or racial discrimination, including topics
relating to the enactment and enforcement of laws
resulting in sexism, racial oppression, segregation, and
discrimination.

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 261H.7 Race and sex
stereotyping — training by institution prohibited.
1. For purposes of this section, unless the context
otherwise requires;

The Iowa Law

• a. “Race or sex scapegoating” means assigning
fault, blame, or bias to a race or sex, or to
members of a race or sex because of their race or
sex, or claiming that, consciously or
unconsciously, and by virtue of persons' race or
sex, members of any race are inherently racist or
are inherently inclined to oppress others, or that
members of a sex are inherently sexist or inclined
to oppress others.

(1) That one race or sex is inherently superior to another
race or sex.
(2) That the United States of America and the state of
Iowa are fundamentally or systemically racist or sexist.

The Iowa
Law:
prohibited

(3) That an individual, solely because of the individual's
race or sex, is inherently racist, sexist, or oppressive,
whether consciously or unconsciously.
(7) That an individual, by virtue of the individual's race
or sex, bears responsibility for actions committed in the
past by other members of the same race or sex.
(8) That any individual should feel discomfort, guilt,
anguish, or any other form of psychological distress on
account of that individual's race or sex.
(9) That meritocracy or traits such as a hard work ethic
are racist or sexist, or were created by a particular race
to oppress another race.

Questions

What had you heard about CRT
or the “CRT law”? What are the
implications of the law for
teaching?

What is the conversation—if
any—about race and/or CRT in
your school community?

Reformed
Theology/Philosophy
and CRT

• A robust view of diversity
• Realistic view of human institutions and laws
• A complex understanding of sin as both
personal and structural
• Embracing the tool, not the worldview
• Limits for “the power critique”
• An already/not yet view of history: ongoing
confession, repentance, lament, forgiveness,
restoration
• A call to be agents of renewal for structures,
institutions

A robust,
Reformed
view of
diversity

• The image of God is much too rich for it to be
fully realized in a single human being,
however richly gifted that human being may
be. It can only be somewhat unfolded in its
depth and riches in a humanity counting
billions of members.
• Every human being, while a member of the
body of humanity as a whole, is at the same
time a unique idea of God, with a significance
and destiny that is eternal! Every human
being is himself or herself an image of God,
yet that image is only fully unfolded in
humanity as a whole!
--Herman Bavinck (qtd. in Joustra, Jess. “Unity
in Diversity”
https://comment.org/unity-in-diversity/

Reformed
philosophy:
Laws aren’t
neutral

• But one thing that [Herman] Dooeyweerd
emphasizes—indeed his starting point—is that
rational thought itself is not neutral... This is one of
the huge mistakes he sees coming from the Greeks
through the renaissance to modernity. All of our
theorizing comes from a “religious ground motive” or
a perspectival starting point...
• There is a created structure called "government." Our
job is to discern what it is for and then try to pull it off
in a better or worse—but never perfect—way. And
furthermore, never a "neutral" way (see point one).
All laws will have been made by fallen people as an
attempt to answer God's creative call. God said "make
a government" and since Adam and Eve we've been
trying. And we've always been doing it wrong, but we
keep trying. What's that Churchill quote...Democracy
is the worst form of government, except for all the
ones that have been tried before it.
Laremy Devries, Associate Professor of Philosophy

A Reformed
view of sin: not
just personal

In time, both error and sin joined forces to enthrone false
principles that violated human nature. Out of these false
principles systems were built that varnished over injustice
and stamped as normal that which actually stood opposed
to the requirements for life… The stronger, almost
without exception, have always known how to bend every
custom and magisterial ordinance so that the proﬁt is
theirs and the loss belongs to the weaker. Men did not
literally eat each other like cannibals, but the more
powerful exploited the weaker by means of a weapon
against which there was no defense.[17]
Abraham Kuyper, The Problem of Poverty, trans. James
Skillen (Sioux Center, IA: Dordt College Press, 2011),
31–32.

Reformed
philosophy and
CRT

• All truth is God’s truth: use the tool, leave the
worldview
• Biblical justice had better be greater than
“postmodern power” theory of justice
• Sphere sovereignty: each “sphere” in society has its
own authority; this resists the totalizing effect of a
“power” critique
• You don’t run your school like a business (e.g.,
students are not customers); these institutions
are in separate spheres with their own organizing
principles
• Jeff Liou: “Deficit thinking” in education

Reformed theology and CRT
A Christian (evangelical?) response
• Jesus paid it all
• Encourages shame, condemnation, standing in
judgment of each other
• Against freedom from sin: “Therefore there is now
no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus”
• “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God”
• Reconciliation comes through forgiving—“the old
has gone, the new has come”
• Parable of the talents—God gives some people
more
• “The poor you will always have with you”

A Reformed response
• An already/not yet understanding of history:
ongoing confession, repentance, lament,
forgiveness, restoration
• Kuyper’s view on race
• “Reformed thinking” and Apartheid

Reformed
theology and
calling

• A call to be agents of renewal for structures,
institutions
• “There's not a square inch in the whole
domain of human existence over which
Christ, who is Lord over all, does not exclaim,
'Mine’!”
--Abraham Kuyper

So what does
this mean for
teaching?

A Reformed
answer: local
stories
“The Story of Standing Bear –
Part IV”
https://www.kwit.org/feature
d-programs/2020-11-08/the-s
tory-of-standing-bear-part-4
Small Wonders by James
Schaap

Nebraska Commission On Indian Affairs

