
Conducting as Metaphor

Å There is no right way to conduct a passage

Å The guiding principle for conductors should beé

Å What does the choir need from us right now,  in this passage

Å Do they needé

Å Clear ictus

Å Line

Å Focus on intonation and/or rhythm

Å Imagination stimulation for meaning

Å So, why study techniqueé

Å So you can show more, talk less!



Techniques to visit todayé

Å Posture, arm/hand positions

Å 4- and 3-beat patterns

Å Preparatory gestures

Å Articulations: legato, staccato, etc.

Å 2- and 1-beat patterns 

Å Dynamic changes gradual: right hand & left hand

Å Dynamic changes subito



And a few more, if timeé

Å Fermatas

Å Cues: right-hand & left -hand

Å Compound meter

Å Divided meter

Å Chordal balance: rootðfifth ðthird ðseventh, etc.



Posture  

Å Conductorôs postureéa model for good singerôs posture

Å Tall spine

Å Shoulders back

Å Tail tucked in



Arm and hand position



The basic four-beat pattern



The Three-beat pattern



The Preparatory gesture

Å What should it show???

Å The start

Å Volume 

Å Speed 

Å Character: staccato, legato, etc.



Practice preps



More practice preps



And more practice preps



Articulation types: legato



Articulation types: staccato



Articulation types: tenuto


